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Doctrine of the Amalekites

1. The Amalekites refer to the descendants of Amalek [warlike], a grandson of Esau and son of
Eliphaz by Timnah, his concubine who had become a chieftain of an Edomite tribe.

 Genesis 36:12 And Timna was concubine to Eliphaz Esau's son; and she bare to Eliphaz
Amalek: these were the sons of Adah Esau's wife.

 1 Chronicles 1:36 The sons of Eliphaz; Teman, and Omar, Zephi, and Gatam, Kenaz, and
Timna, and Amalek.

 Genesis 36:16 Duke Korah, duke Gatam, and duke Amalek: these are the dukes that
came of Eliphaz in the land of Edom; these were the sons of Adah.

2. The Amalekites are first mentioned in the time of Abraham, when a group of kings under the
leadership of Chedorlaomer defeated Amalek.

 Genesis 14:7 And they returned, and came to En-mishpat, which is Kadesh, and smote all
the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites that dwelt in Hazezon- tamar.

3. The main territory of the Amalekites was in the Sinai Peninsula and in the Negev, the
southern part of present day Israel. But they roamed widely throughout the territory later
settled by the people of Israel. Throughout the Old Testament the Amalekites were bitter foes
of the Israelites.

4. During their wilderness journeys the children of Israel had to fight against the Amalekites
though they were kinsmen through Abraham.

 Genesis 14:7 And they [the Israelites] returned, and came to En-mishpat, which is
Kadesh, and smote all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites that dwelt in
Hazezon-tamar.

5. The Amalekites attacked the Israelites, but Joshua later defeated them in a battle at
Rephidim.

6. Because of their treacherous attacks, Moses declared that God would continually wage war
against them.

Exodus 17:8 Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 9 And Moses said unto
Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to morrow I will stand on the top
of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand. 10 So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and
fought with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 And it
came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: and when he let down his
hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses' hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it
under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the one
side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the
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sun. 13 And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword. 14 And
the LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears
of Joshua: for I will utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. 15 And
Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovah-nissi: 16 For he said, Because the
LORD hath sworn that the LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.

7. During the period of the judges, the Amalekites joined forces with the Ammonites and Eglon,
king of Moab, to attack and capture Jericho, the city of palms

 Judges 3:13 And he gathered unto him the children of Ammon and Amalek, and went and
smote Israel, and possessed the city of palm trees.

8. Along with the Midianites and the people of the East, they were defeated in the Valley of
Jezreel by Gideon's army.

 Judges 6:3 And so it was, when Israel had sown, that the Midianites came up, and the
Amalekites, and the children of the east, even they came up against them;

 Judges 6:33 Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the children of the east were
gathered together, and went over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel.

 Judges 7:12 And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children of the east lay
along in the valley like grasshoppers for multitude; and their camels were without
number, as the sand by the sea side for multitude. 13 And when Gideon was come,
behold, there was a man that told a dream unto his fellow, and said, Behold, I dreamed a
dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the host of Midian, and came unto a
tent, and smote it that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay along. 14 And his fellow
answered and said, This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man
of Israel: for into his hand hath God delivered Midian, and all the host. 15 And it was so,
when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, and the interpretation thereof, that he
worshipped, and returned into the host of Israel, and said, Arise; for the LORD hath
delivered into your hand the host of Midian. 16 And he divided the three hundred men
into three companies, and he put a trumpet in every man's hand, with empty pitchers, and
lamps within the pitchers. 17 And he said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise: and,
behold, when I come to the outside of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. 18
When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on
every side of all the camp, and say, The sword of the LORD, and of Gideon. 19 So
Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came unto the outside of the camp in
the beginning of the middle watch; and they had but newly set the watch: and they blew
the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were in their hands. 20 And the three
companies blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in their left
hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to blow withal: and they cried, The sword of
the LORD, and of Gideon. 21 And they stood every man in his place round about the
camp: and all the host ran, and cried, and fled. 22 And the three hundred blew the
trumpets, and the LORD set every man's sword against his fellow, even throughout all the
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host: and the host fled to Beth-shittah in Zererath, and to the border of Abel-meholah,
unto Tabbath.

9. Eventually the Amalekites gained a mountain in the land of Ephraim. King Saul of Israel
won this area back and then chased the Amalekites from the land .

 1 Samuel 14:48 And he gathered an host, and smote the Amalekites, and delivered Israel
out of the hands of them that spoiled them.

 1 Samuel 15:1-9 Samuel also said unto Saul, The LORD sent me to anoint thee to be king
over his people, over Israel: now therefore hearken thou unto the voice of the words of
the LORD. 2 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I remember that which Amalek did to Israel,
how he laid wait for him in the way, when he came up from Egypt. 3 Now go and smite
Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and
woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass. 4 And Saul gathered the
people together, and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred thousand footmen, and ten
thousand men of Judah. 5 And Saul came to a city of Amalek, and laid wait in the valley.
6 And Saul said unto the Kenites, Go, depart, get you down from among the Amalekites,
lest I destroy you with them: for ye shewed kindness to all the children of Israel, when
they came up out of Egypt. So the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites. 7 And
Saul smote the Amalekites from Havilah until thou comest to Shur, that is over against
Egypt. 8 And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the
people with the edge of the sword. 9 But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of
the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good, and
would not utterly destroy them: but every thing that was vile and refuse, that they
destroyed utterly.

10. But Saul did not destroy the rich booty of livestock as God commanded and was rebuked by
the prophet Samuel.

 1 Samuel 15:10 Then came the word of the LORD unto Samuel, saying, 11 It repenteth
me that I have set up Saul to be king: for he is turned back from following me, and hath
not performed my commandments. And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the LORD
all night. 12 And when Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning, it was told Samuel,
saying, Saul came to Carmel, and, behold, he set him up a place, and is gone about, and
passed on, and gone down to Gilgal. 13 And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said unto
him, Blessed be thou of the LORD: I have performed the commandment of the LORD. 14
And Samuel said, What meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the
lowing of the oxen which I hear? 15 And Saul said, They have brought them from the
Amalekites: for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto
the LORD thy God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed. 16 Then Samuel said unto
Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee what the LORD hath said to me this night. And he said unto
him, Say on. 17 And Samuel said, When thou wast little in thine own sight, wast thou not
made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the LORD anointed thee king over Israel? 18
And the LORD sent thee on a journey, and said, Go and utterly destroy the sinners the
Amalekites, and fight against them until they be consumed. 19 Wherefore then didst thou
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not obey the voice of the LORD, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst evil in the sight of
the LORD? 20 And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the LORD,
and have gone the way which the LORD sent me, and have brought Agag the king of
Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 21 But the people took of the spoil,
sheep and oxen, the chief of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to
sacrifice unto the LORD thy God in Gilgal. 22 And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to
obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as
the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast
rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king. 24 And Saul
said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have transgressed the commandment of the LORD,
and thy words: because I feared the people, and obeyed their voice. 25 Now therefore, I
pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn again with me, that I may worship the LORD. 26 And
Samuel said unto Saul, I will not return with thee: for thou hast rejected the word of the
LORD, and the LORD hath rejected thee from being king over Israel. 27 And as Samuel
turned about to go away, he laid hold upon the skirt of his mantle, and it rent. 28 And
Samuel said unto him, The LORD hath rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this day, and
hath given it to a neighbour of thine, that is better than thou. 29 And also the Strength of
Israel will not lie nor repent: for he is not a man, that he should repent. 30 Then he said,
I have sinned: yet honour me now, I pray thee, before the elders of my people, and before
Israel, and turn again with me, that I may worship the LORD thy God. 31 So Samuel
turned again after Saul; and Saul worshipped the LORD. 32 Then said Samuel, Bring ye
hither to me Agag the king of the Amalekites. And Agag came unto him delicately. And
Agag said, Surely the bitterness of death is past. 33 And Samuel said, As thy sword hath
made women childless, so shall thy mother be childless among women. And Samuel
hewed Agag in pieces before the LORD in Gilgal.

11. Because of Saul's incomplete obedience the Amalekites continued to raid Israel. David
attacked and defeated them.

 1 Samuel 27:8 And David and his men went up, and invaded the Geshurites, and the
Gezrites, and the Amalekites: for those nations were of old the inhabitants of the land, as
thou goest to Shur, even unto the land of Egypt. 9 And David smote the land, and left
neither man nor woman alive, and took away the sheep, and the oxen, and the asses, and
the camels, and the apparel, and returned, and came to Achish. 10 And Achish said,
Whither have ye made a road to day? And David said, Against the south of Judah, and
against the south of the Jerahmeelites, and against the south of the Kenites.

12. But Israel did not remain defeated. The army of David countered by raiding Ziklag and
carrying off two of David's wives. He pursued and defeated them (1 Sam 30), executing one
of them for killing Saul in an earlier battle (2 Sam 1:1-16).

13. In the days of Hezekiah, 500 men of the tribe of Simeon defeated the Amalekites.
Consequently, the Simeonites took their land and the Amalekites became a dispossessed
people.
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 1 Chronicles 4:39 And they went to the entrance of Gedor, even unto the east side of the
valley, to seek pasture for their flocks. 40 And they found fat pasture and good, and the
land was wide, and quiet, and peaceable; for they of Ham had dwelt there of old. 41 And
these written by name came in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and smote their tents,
and the habitations that were found there, and destroyed them utterly unto this day, and
dwelt in their rooms: because there was pasture there for their flocks. 42 And some of
them, even of the sons of Simeon, five hundred men, went to mount Seir, having for their
captains Pelatiah, and Neariah, and Rephaiah, and Uzziel, the sons of Ishi. 43 And they
smote the rest of the Amalekites that were escaped, and dwelt there unto this day.


