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Doctrine of Capital Punishment in the Bible

1. Capital punishment resulted for a variety of transgressions.

 Murder. Numbers 35:30 Whoso killeth any person, the murderer shall be put to
death by the mouth of witnesses: but one witness shall not testify against any
person to cause him to die. Deuteronomy 17:6 At the mouth of two witnesses, or
three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth
of one witness he shall not be put to death.

 Adultery. Leviticus 20:10 And the man that committeth adultery with another
man's wife, even he that committeth adultery with his neighbor’s wife, the
adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death. Deuteronomy 22:24
Then ye shall bring them both out unto the gate of that city, and ye shall stone
them with stones that they die; the damsel, because she cried not, being in the
city; and the man, because he hath humbled his neighbour's wife: so thou shalt
put away evil from among you.

 Incest. Leviticus 20:11 And the man that lieth with his father's wife hath
uncovered his father's nakedness: both of them shall surely be put to death; their
blood shall be upon them. 12 And if a man lie with his daughter in law, both of
them shall surely be put to death: they have wrought confusion; their blood shall
be upon them. 13 If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman, both
of them have committed an abomination: they shall surely be put to death; their
blood shall be upon them. 14 And if a man take a wife and her mother, it is
wickedness: they shall be burnt with fire, both he and they; that there be no
wickedness among you.

 Bestiality. Exodus 22:19 Whosoever lieth with a beast shall surely be put to
death. Leviticus 20:15 And if a man lie with a beast, he shall surely be put to
death: and ye shall slay the beast. 16 And if a woman approach unto any beast,
and lie down thereto, thou shalt kill the woman, and the beast: they shall surely
be put to death; their blood shall be upon them.

 Sodomy. Leviticus 20:13 If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a
woman, both of them have committed an abomination: they shall surely be put to
death; their blood shall be upon them.

 Incontinence. Deuteronomy 22:21 Then they shall bring out the damsel to the
door of her father's house, and the men of her city shall stone her with stones that
she die: because she hath wrought folly in Israel, to play the whore in her father's
house: so shalt thou put evil away from among you. 22 If a man be found lying
with a woman married to an husband, then they shall both of them die, both the
man that lay with the woman, and the woman: so shalt thou put away evil from
Israel. 23 If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto an husband, and a man
find her in the city, and lie with her; 24 Then ye shall bring them both out unto the
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gate of that city, and ye shall stone them with stones that they die; the damsel,
because she cried not, being in the city; and the man, because he hath humbled
his neighbor’s wife: so thou shalt put away evil from among you.

 Rape. Deuteronomy 22:25 But if a man find a betrothed damsel in the field, and
the man force her, and lie with her: then the man only that lay with her shall die:
26 But unto the damsel thou shalt do nothing; there is in the damsel no sin worthy
of death: for as when a man riseth against his neighbour, and slayeth him, even
so is this matter:

 Perjury. Zechariah 5:4 I will bring it forth, saith the Lord of hosts, and it shall
enter into the house of the thief, and into the house of him that sweareth falsely by
my name: and it shall remain in the midst of his house, and shall consume it with
the timber thereof and the stones thereof.

 Kidnapping. Exodus 21:16 And he that stealeth a man, and selleth him, or if he be
found in his hand, he shall surely be put to death. Deuteronomy 24:7 If a man be
found stealing any of his brethren of the children of Israel, and maketh
merchandise of him, or selleth him; then that thief shall die; and thou shalt put
evil away from among you.

 Fornication. Leviticus 21:9 And the daughter of any priest, if she profane herself
by playing the whore, she profaneth her father: she shall be burnt with fire.

 Witchcraft. Exodus 22:18 Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.

 Offering human sacrifice. Leviticus 20:2 Again, thou shalt say to the children of
Israel, Whosoever he be of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn
in Israel, that giveth any of his seed unto Molech; he shall surely be put to death:
the people of the land shall stone him with stones. 3 And I will set my face against
that man, and will cut him off from among his people; because he hath given of
his seed unto Molech, to defile my sanctuary, and to profane my holy name. 4 And
if the people of the land do any ways hide their eyes from the man, when he giveth
of his seed unto Molech, and kill him not: 5 Then I will set my face against that
man, and against his family, and will cut him off, and all that go a whoring after
him, to commit whoredom with Molech, from among their people.

 Striking or cursing father or mother. Exodus 21:15 And he that smiteth his father,
or his mother, shall be surely put to death. Exodus 21:17 And he that curseth his
father, or his mother, shall surely be put to death.
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 Disobedience to parents. Deuteronomy 21:18 If a man have a stubborn and
rebellious son, which will not obey the voice of his father, or the voice of his
mother, and that, when they have chastened him, will not hearken unto them: 19
Then shall his father and his mother lay hold on him, and bring him out unto the
elders of his city, and unto the gate of his place; 20 And they shall say unto the
elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our
voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard. 21 And all the men of his city shall stone
him with stones, that he die: so shalt thou put evil away from among you; and all
Israel shall hear, and fear.

 Theft. Zechariah 5:3 Then said he unto me, This is the curse that goeth forth over
the face of the whole earth: for every one that stealeth shall be cut off as on this
side according to it; and every one that sweareth shall be cut off as on that side
according to it. 4 I will bring it forth, saith the Lord of hosts, and it shall enter
into the house of the thief, and into the house of him that sweareth falsely by my
name: and it shall remain in the midst of his house, and shall consume it with the
timber thereof and the stones thereof.

 Blasphemy. Leviticus 24:16 And he that blasphemeth the name of the Lord, he
shall surely be put to death, and all the congregation shall certainly stone him: as
well the stranger, as he that is born in the land, when he blasphemeth the name of
the Lord, shall be put to death.

 Sabbath breaking. Exodus 35:2 Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh
day there shall be to you an holy day, a Sabbath of rest to the Lord: whosoever
doeth work therein shall be put to death.

 Prophesying falsely, or propagating false doctrine. Deuteronomy 13:1 If there
arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a
wonder, 2 And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee,
saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve
them; 3 Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of
dreams: for the Lord your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 4 Ye shall walk after the Lord
your God, and fear him, and keep his commandments, and obey his voice, and ye
shall serve him, and cleave unto him. 5 And that prophet, or that dreamer of
dreams, shall be put to death; because he hath spoken to turn you away from the
Lord your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed you
out of the house of bondage, to thrust thee out of the way which the Lord thy God
commanded thee to walk in. So shalt thou put the evil away from the midst of thee.
6 If thy brother, the son of thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or the wife of
thy bosom, or thy friend, which is as thine own soul, entice thee secretly, saying,
Let us go and serve other gods, which thou hast not known, thou, nor thy fathers;
7 Namely, of the gods of the people which are round about you, nigh unto thee, or
far off from thee, from the one end of the earth even unto the other end of the
earth; 8 Thou shalt not consent unto him, nor hearken unto him; neither shall
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thine eye pity him, neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal him: 9 But
thou shalt surely kill him; thine hand shall be first upon him to put him to death,
and afterwards the hand of all the people. 10 And thou shalt stone him with
stones, that he die; because he hath sought to thrust thee away from the Lord thy
God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.

 Sacrificing to false gods. Exodus 22:20 He that sacrificeth unto any god, save
unto the Lord only, he shall be utterly destroyed.

 Refusing to abide by a decision of court. Deuteronomy 17:12 And the man that
will do presumptuously, and will not hearken unto the priest that standeth to
minister there before the Lord thy God, or unto the judge, even that man shall die:
and thou shalt put away the evil from Israel.

 Treason. 1 Kings 2:25 And king Solomon sent by the hand of Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada; and he fell upon him that he died.

 Violation of law concerning oxen. Exodus 21:28 If an ox gore a man or a woman,
that they die: then the ox shall be surely stoned, and his flesh shall not be eaten;
but the owner of the ox shall be quit. 29 But if the ox were wont to push with his
horn in time past, and it hath been testified to his owner, and he hath not kept him
in, but that he hath killed a man or a woman; the ox shall be stoned, and his
owner also shall be put to death.

2. Capital punishment was administered in different ways.

 Burning. Leviticus 20:14 And if a man take a wife and her mother, it is
wickedness: they shall be burnt with fire, both he and they; that there be no
wickedness among you.

 Stoning. Numbers 14:10 But all the congregation bade stone them with stones.
And the glory of the Lord appeared in the tabernacle of the congregation before
all the children of Israel.

 Hanging. Deuteronomy 21:22 And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death,
and he be to be put to death, and thou hang him on a tree: 23 His body shall not
remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for
he that is hanged is accursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the Lord
thy God giveth thee for an inheritance.

 Beheading. Matthew 14:10 And he sent, and beheaded John in the prison.

 Sword or spear. Exodus 19:13 There shall not an hand touch it, but he shall
surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it be beast or man, it shall not live:
when the trumpet soundeth long, they shall come up to the mount.
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3. The manner of practicing capital punished was established.

 Executed by the witnesses. Deuteronomy 17:7 The hands of the witnesses shall be
first upon him to put him to death, and afterward the hands of all the people. So
thou shalt put the evil away from among you.

 Executed by the congregation. Numbers 15:35 And the Lord said unto Moses, The
man shall be surely put to death: all the congregation shall stone him with stones
without the camp. 36 And all the congregation brought him without the camp, and
stoned him with stones, and he died; as the Lord commanded Moses.

 Not executed except on the testimony of no less than two witnesses. Deuteronomy
17:6 At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of
death be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death.

 Executed speedily. Ecclesiastes 8:11 Because sentence against an evil work is not
executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do
evil.

3. Provision was made to spare the life of one who had killed "unawares" or
"accidentally". Numbers 35:9 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 10 Speak unto
the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come over Jordan into the land
of Canaan; 11 Then ye shall appoint you cities to be cities of refuge for you; that the
slayer may flee thither, which killeth any person at unawares. 12 And they shall be
unto you cities for refuge from the avenger; that the manslayer die not, until he stand
before the congregation in judgment. 13 And of these cities which ye shall give six
cities shall ye have for refuge.

4. The individual who had killed "unawares" was to remain in the city of refuge until he
stood before the congregation in judgment or until the death of the high priest. If he
came out of the city he was no longer protected from those who sought revenge.
Numbers 35:12 And they shall be unto you cities for refuge from the avenger; that the
manslayer die not, until he stand before the congregation in judgment. Numbers
35:26 But if the slayer shall at any time come without the border of the city of his
refuge, whither he was fled; 27 And the revenger of blood find him without the
borders of the city of his refuge, and the revenger of blood kill the slayer; he shall not
be guilty of blood: 28 Because he should have remained in the city of his refuge until
the death of the high priest: but after the death of the high priest the slayer shall
return into the land of his possession.


