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Doctrine of Visions

1. A vision refers to a divine revelation that reveals the will of God.

2. Visions generally occurred while the prophet of God was awake or was in a semi
state of consciousness.

3. At least twenty-two people in the Bible are said to have received a vision. Sixteen
visions were given to the Old Testament saints while seven were given to New
Testament believers.

Visions from God

 Abraham Genesis 15:1
 Jacob Genesis 46:2
 Balaam Numbers 24:4
 Samuel 1 Samuel 3:15
 Nathan 2 Samuel 7:17; 1 Chronicles 17:15
 Isaiah 2 Chronicles 32:32; Isaiah 1:1; 21:2; 22:1,5
 The Messiah Psalm 89:19
 Ezekiel Ezekiel 1:1; 7:13; 8:3-4; 11: 24 ; 13:16; 40:2; 43:3
 Daniel Daniel 2:19; 7:2; 8:1-2
 Eliphaz Job 4:13 cf. 7:14
 Obadiah Obadiah 1:1
 Nahum Nahum 1:1
 Habakkuk Habakkuk 2:2
 Zechariah Zechariah 13:4 cf. 2 Chronicles 26:5
 Iddo 2 Chronicles 9:29
 Hosea Hosea 12:10
 Peter Matthew 17:1,10; Acts 10:17; 11:5
 James Matthew 17:1,10
 John Matthew 17:1,10; Revelation 9:17
 Ananias Acts 9:10
 Paul Acts 9:12; 16:9,10; 26:19; 2 Corinthians 2:11
 Cornelius Acts 10:3

4. God promised to speak to His prophets in visions.

 Numbers 12:6 And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you,
I the Lord will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him
in a dream.

5. Long periods of time went by when there was no vision from God.

 1 Samuel 3:1 And the child Samuel ministered unto the Lord before Eli. And the
word of the Lord was precious in those days; there was no open vision.
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 Lamentations 2:9 Her gates are sunk into the ground; he hath destroyed and
broken her bars: her king and her princes are among the Gentiles: the law is no
more; her prophets also find no vision from the Lord.

6. Where there is no vision the people perish.

 Proverbs 29:18 Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth
the law, happy is he.

7. It was possible for men to err in their visions.

 Isaiah 28:7 But they also have erred through wine, and through strong drink are
out of the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they
are swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through strong drink; they err
in vision, they stumble in judgment.

 Jeremiah 14:14 Then the Lord said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my
name: I sent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither spake unto them:
they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and
the deceit of their heart.

8. God's people were called upon to seek visions from the prophets.

 Ezekiel 7:26 Mischief shall come upon mischief, and rumour shall be upon
rumour; then shall they seek a vision of the prophet; but the law shall perish from
the priest, and counsel from the ancients.

9. Angels were sometimes used to help explain a vision.

 Daniel 8:16 And I heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai, which called,
and said, Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision. 17 So he came near
where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face: but he said
unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the vision.

 Daniel 9:21 Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I
had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me
about the time of the evening oblation. 22 And he informed me, and talked with
me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding.
23 At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am
come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter,
and consider the vision. 24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and
upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to
make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to
seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 25 Know therefore
and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to
build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore
and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous
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times. 26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for
himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the
sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war
desolations are determined. 27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for
one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the
oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it
desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon
the desolate.

10. Visions can produce great emotional distress.

 Daniel 8:27 And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward I rose up,
and did the king's business; and I was astonished at the vision, but none
understood it.

 Daniel 10:16 And, behold, one like the similitude of the sons of men touched my
lips: then I opened my mouth, and spake, and said unto him that stood before me,
O my lord, by the vision my sorrows are turned upon me, and I have retained no
strength.

11. It is possible for one person only to have a vision even in the presence of others.

 Daniel 10:1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was revealed unto
Daniel, whose name was called Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, but the time
appointed was long: and he understood the thing, and had understanding of the
vision.

 Daniel 10:7 And I Daniel alone saw the vision: for the men that were with me saw
not the vision; but a great quaking fell upon them, so that they fled to hide
themselves. 8 Therefore I was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there
remained no strength in me: for my comeliness was turned in me into corruption,
and I retained no strength.

12. The absence of visions was considered to be a form of divine judgment.

 Micah 3:6 Therefore night shall be unto you, that ye shall not have a vision; and
it shall be dark unto you, that ye shall not divine; and the sun shall go down over
the prophets, and the day shall be dark over them.

13. The prophet Joel predicted that visions were to be found during the New Testament
era.

 Joel 2:28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon
all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall
dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:
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 Acts 2:17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of
my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:

14. The appearance of the angels to the women on the morning of Christ's resurrection
was considered by them to have been a vision so that it is sometimes hard to separate
a vision from "reality".

 Luke 24:23 And when they found not his body, they came, saying, that they had
also seen a vision of angels, which said that he was alive.

 Acts 12:9 And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was true which
was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision.

15. A vision can come during the act of prayer.

 Acts 10:17 Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen
should mean, behold, the men which were sent from Cornelius had made inquiry
for Simon's house, and stood before the gate,

 Acts 11:5 I was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a trance I saw a vision, A
certain vessel descend, as it had been a great sheet, let down from heaven by four
corners; and it came even to me:

Seven Accomplishments of a Dream or Vision from God

16. Dreams can provide Divine answers to our questions though the answers may
comfort or alarm.

 Gideon was comforted by the revelation he discovered through a dream. Judges
7:9 And it came to pass the same night, that the Lord said unto him, Arise, get
thee down unto the host; for I have delivered it into thine hand. 10 But if thou fear
to go down, go thou with Phurah thy servant down to the host: 11 And thou shalt
hear what they say; and afterward shall thine hands be strengthened to go down
unto the host. Then went he down with Phurah his servant unto the outside of the
armed men that were in the host. 12 And the Midianites and the Amalekites and
all the children of the east lay along in the valley like grasshoppers for multitude;
and their camels were without number, as the sand by the sea side for multitude.
13 And when Gideon was come, behold, there was a man that told a dream unto
his fellow, and said, Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread
tumbled into the host of Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote it that it fell, and
overturned it, that the tent lay along.
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 Saul was alarmed when discovered would happen in battle through a vision. 1
Samuel 28:15 And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me
up? And Saul answered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war
against me, and God is departed from me, and answereth me no more, neither by
prophets, nor by dreams: therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make
known unto me what I shall do. 16 Then said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou
ask of me, seeing the Lord is departed from thee, and is become thine enemy? 17
And the Lord hath done to him, as he spake by me: for the Lord hath rent the
kingdom out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbour, even to David: 18
Because thou obeyedst not the voice of the Lord, nor executedst his fierce wrath
upon Amalek, therefore hath the Lord done this thing unto thee this day. 19
Moreover the Lord will also deliver Israel with thee into the hand of the
Philistines: and to morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me: the Lord also shall
deliver the host of Israel into the hand of the Philistines.

17. God can use dreams to warn about unseen dangers.

 The wise men were told to return to their country another way than the one in
which they came. Matthew 2:12 And being warned of God in a dream that they
should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.

 Joseph was warned to take Mary and Jesus into Egypt. Matthew 2:13 And when
they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream,
saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and
be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to
destroy him.

18. Dreams can give instruction of the will of God as Joseph discovered.

 Matthew 1:20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord
appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take
unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.
21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he
shall save his people from their sins.

19. Dreams can provide guidance that will stop sinful actions.

 King Abimelech did not harm Sarah because of a dream he had. Genesis 20:3 But
God came to Abimelech in a dream by night, and said to him, Behold, thou art but
a dead man, for the woman which thou hast taken; for she is a man's wife. 4 But
Abimelech had not come near her: and he said, Lord, wilt thou slay also a
righteous nation? 5 Said he not unto me, She is my sister? And she, even she
herself said, He is my brother: in the integrity of my heart and innocency of my
hands have I done this. 6 And God said unto him in a dream, Yea, I know that
thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart; for I also withheld thee from sinning
against me: therefore suffered I thee not to touch her.
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7 Now therefore restore the man his wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall pray
for thee, and thou shalt live: and if thou restore her not, know thou that thou shalt
surely die, thou, and all that are thine. 8 Therefore Abimelech rose early in the
morning, and called all his servants, and told all these things in their ears: and
the men were sore afraid. 9 Then Abimelech called Abraham, and said unto him,
What hast thou done unto us? And what have I offended thee, that thou hast
brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? Thou hast done deeds unto me
that ought not to be done.

 Laban did not harm Jacob because of a dream. Genesis 31:24 And God came to
Laban the Syrian in a dream by night, and said unto him, Take heed that thou
speak not to Jacob either good or bad.

 Pilate was warned not to hurt Jesus but he did anyway under duress. Matthew
27:19 When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying,
Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things this
day in a dream because of him.

20. God can use dreams to induce humility as He did with Nebuchadnezzar.

 Daniel 4:5 I saw a dream which made me afraid, and the thoughts upon my bed
and the visions of my head troubled me.

 Daniel 4:9 O Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, because I know that the
spirit of the holy gods is in thee, and no secret troubleth thee, tell me the visions
of my dream that I have seen, and the interpretation thereof.

 Daniel 4:34 And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto
heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High,
and I praised and honoured him that liveth forever, whose dominion is an
everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation:

 Daniel 4:37 Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of
heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in
pride he is able to abase.

21. Dreams can preserve our souls from the pit of depression and despair as Ezekiel's
vision gave hope to the children of Israel (Ezekiel 1:1 cf. Psalm 126:1-3; 127:2).

"There is no pit so deep that God's
love is not deeper still."

Corrie Ten Boom
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How to Identify False Dreams and Visions

22. False prophets, false dreams, and false visions do exist.

 2 Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there
shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies,
even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift
destruction. 2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom
the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 3 And through covetousness shall they
with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time
lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.

 Deuteronomy 13:1 If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams,
and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, 2 And the sign or the wonder come to pass,
whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast
not known, and let us serve them; 3 Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that
prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the Lord your God proveth you, to know
whether ye love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.

23. False dreamers and false prophets who share their visions are greedy. They want
power, fame, wealth, attention, loyalty, and service and God HATES them (Jeremiah
23:16, 25-27; 28:8-9).

24. False dreams and visions have two things in common.

 Deception. The specific sign of deception is that what they see or dream leads
others away from Christ. The classic examples of this are the visions of Joseph
Smith which were received from an angel. Galatians 1:6 I marvel that ye are so
soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another
gospel: 7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would
pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach
any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be
accursed. 9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other
gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.

 Discord. Because light cannot have fellowship with darkness and Satan cannot
have fellowship with Christ there will be conflict. Matthew 7:15 Beware of false
prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening
wolves. 16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or
figs of thistles?

25. Those who are exposed as false are to be dealt with severely.
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 Deuteronomy 13:1 If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams,
and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, 2 And the sign or the wonder come to pass,
whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast
not known, and let us serve them; 3 Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that
prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the Lord your God proveth you, to know
whether ye love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.

Ways to Recognize False Dreams and Visions

26. False dreams and visions are seductive as they promise glory or produce terror.

 Jeremiah 23:16 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the
prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision of their
own heart, and not out of the mouth of the Lord.

27. False dreams and visions often originate with “familiar spirits” and encourage acts of
immodesty.

 Leviticus 19:31 Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after
wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the Lord your God.

28. False dreams and visions are contradictory to the Word of the Lord.

 Jeremiah 23:17 They say still unto them that despise me, The Lord hath said, Ye
shall have peace; and they say unto every one that walketh after the imagination
of his own heart, No evil shall come upon you.

29. False dreams and visions are discouraging.

 Zechariah 10:2 For the idols have spoken vanity, and the diviners have seen a lie,
and have told false dreams; they comfort in vain: therefore they went their way as
a flock, they were troubled, because there was no shepherd.

30. False dreams and visions are unproductive.

 Jeremiah 23:22 But if they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to
hear my words, then they should have turned them from their evil way, and from
the evil of their doings.

31. False dreams and visions are destructive.

 Jeremiah 23:32 Behold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the
Lord, and do tell them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and by their
lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded them: therefore they shall not profit
this people at all, saith the Lord.
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Important Questions

32. Do the dreams and visions lead me to Jesus Christ and fill me with love for His
church?

33. Do these dreams and visions promote righteousness and purity in my life?

34. Do these dreams and visions align themselves with the clear and emphatic teachings
of Scripture?

35. Do these dreams and visions strengthen my faith and fill me with the sense of a noble
destiny and an honorable purpose in life?

36. Do these dreams and visions turn me from sin and selfishness to seek the Lord and
serve Him in faithfulness and love?

37. Do these dreams and visions build up the body of Christ and equip believers to do
the work of the ministry?

Common Expectations

38. There are at least twelve expectations associated with a dream or vision.

 A promise of God. Genesis 15:1 After these things the word of the Lord came
unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy
exceeding great reward.

 A pronouncement of judgment. 1 Samuel 3:15 And Samuel lay until the morning,
and opened the doors of the house of the Lord. And Samuel feared to shew Eli the
vision.

 A preview of the future. 2 Samuel 7:17 According to all these words, and
according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak unto David.

 A proclamation of grace. Psalms 89:19 Then thou spakest in vision to thy holy
one, and saidst, I have laid help upon one that is mighty; I have exalted one
chosen out of the people.

 A prophetic word of warning. Isaiah 1:1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz,
which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth:
for the Lord hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they
have rebelled against me. 3 The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's
crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider.

 The knowledge of someone else's heart. Daniel 2:19 Then was the secret revealed
unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven.
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 A glimpse of glory. Matthew 17:9 And as they came down from the mountain,
Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be
risen again from the dead.

 A word of guidance. Acts 9:10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus,
named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said,
Behold, I am here, Lord.

 A word of exhortation. Acts 10:19 While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit
said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee.

 A spiritual appeal. Acts 16:9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There
stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia,
and help us.

 The way of salvation explained. Acts 26:19 Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was
not disobedient unto the heavenly vision:

39. Some of the mysteries of heaven unfolded.

 Revelation 9:17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on
them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of
the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and
smoke and brimstone.

Three Points of Caution

 Not everyone is promised a vision.
 All visions are to be subject to the Word of God.
 We must be open to receiving visions and dreams.

Non-Biblical Reasons for Dreams

40. Diet. There is a definite relationship between the mental and physical health
deficiency that can cause hallucinations and unpleasant dreams.

41. Activity. Physical exertion does not always mean more restful sleep. It is possible to
take work to bed.

42. Memory. Good memories and bad can be relived through dreams.

43. Secret sins and private fantasies can emerge from the subconscious during sleep.

44. Satan has a way of disturbing our sleep with dreams of terror and fear.
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45.

Categories of Dreams

 Personal dreams are those in which a word from God is received to comfort or
instruct.

 Prophetic dreams are those through which the Lord works to speak a word to others.

 Literal dreams are those in which the Lord reveals something is real and will
actually happen.

 Symbolic dreams are like a parable. They have a specific message but need
interpretation.

 Revealing dreams provide an insight into a situation.

Dreams and Visions
of the Apostle Paul

46. When Stephen was being stoned, Saul heard the saint tell what he saw in his dying
moments and that was the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God.

 Acts 7:54 When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they
gnashed on him with their teeth. 55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked
up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the
right hand of God, 56 And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of
man standing on the right hand of God. 57 Then they cried out with a loud voice,
and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, 58 And cast him out of
the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young
man's feet, whose name was Saul. 59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God,
and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 60 And he kneeled down, and cried with
a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he
fell asleep.

8:1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great
persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all
scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the
apostles.

47. On the road to Damascus, Paul had his own vision of Christ.
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 Acts 9:1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the
disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 2 And desired of him letters to
Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were
men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 3 And as he
journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him
a light from heaven: 4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him,
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the
Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against
the pricks. 6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me
to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told
thee what thou must do. 7 And the men which journeyed with him stood
speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 8 And Saul arose from the earth;
and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and
brought him into Damascus. 9 And he was three days without sight, and neither
did eat nor drink.

48. In some way the Holy Spirit communicated to the prophets and teachers at Antioch
that Barnabas and Saul were to be set apart for service.

 Acts 13:1 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and
teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene,
and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As
they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 3 And when they
had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.

49. While at Antioch, Paul was stoned and left for dead. During the ordeal he had a
vision of heaven.

 Acts 14:19 And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who
persuaded the people, and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city,
supposing he had been dead. 20 Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him,
he rose up, and came into the city: and the next day he departed with Barnabas to
Derbe.

 2 Corinthians 12:2 I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in
the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;)
such an one caught up to the third heaven.

50. While he was at Troas, Paul had a vision of a man from Macedonia appealing for
help.

 Acts 16:9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of
Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us.

51. When he stayed at the house of a man named Justus in the city of Corinth, Paul had a
vision that many souls would be saved.
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Acts 18:7 And he departed thence, and entered into a certain man's house, named
Justus, one that worshipped God, whose house joined hard to the synagogue. 8 And
Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and
many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized. 9 Then spake the Lord
to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: 10
For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people
in this city. 11 And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of
God among them.

52. While in the city of Jerusalem praying in the holy temple, Paul fell into a trance and
received a message from God.

 Acts 22:17 And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, even
while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance; 18 And saw him saying unto me,
Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: for they will not receive thy
testimony concerning me.

53. After being arrested in Damascus, Paul saw the Lord in a night vision.

 Acts 23:11 And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good
cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear
witness also at Rome.

54. During an ocean voyage that became life threatening, an appeared to Paul in a dream
stating that no one would be hurt.

 Acts 27:12 And because the haven was not commodious to winter in, the more
part advised to depart thence also, if by any means they might attain to Phenice,
and there to winter; which is an haven of Crete, and lieth toward the south west
and north west. 13 And when the south wind blew softly, supposing that they had
obtained their purpose, loosing thence, they sailed close by Crete. 14 But not long
after there arose against it a tempestuous wind, called Euroclydon. 15 And when
the ship was caught, and could not bear up into the wind, we let her drive. 16 And
running under a certain island which is called Clauda, we had much work to
come by the boat: 17 Which when they had taken up, they used helps,
undergirding the ship; and, fearing lest they should fall into the quicksands,
strake sail, and so were driven. 18 And we being exceedingly tossed with a
tempest, the next day they lightened the ship; 19 And the third day we cast out
with our own hands the tackling of the ship. 20 And when neither sun nor stars in
many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope that we should be
saved was then taken away. 21 But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the
midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me, and not have
loosed from Crete, and to have gained this harm and loss. 22 And now I exhort
you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man's life among you,
but of the ship.
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23 For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I
serve, 24 Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo,
God hath given thee all them that sail with thee.
25 Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it
was told me. 26 Howbeit we must be cast upon a certain island.

55. Writing to the church of Corinth, Paul stated plainly that he had many visions and
revelations of the Lord.

 2 Corinthians 12:1 It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to
visions and revelations of the Lord. 2 I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years
ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell:
God knoweth ;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. 3 And I knew such a
man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) 4 How
that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not
lawful for a man to utter. 5 Of such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not
glory, but in mine infirmities. 6 For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be
a fool; for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man should think of me
above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me. 7 And lest I should
be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was
given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should
be exalted above measure. 8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it
might depart from me. 9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for
my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory
in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses
for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.

56. By revelation Paul was instructed to go and preach to the Galatians.

 Galatians 2:2 And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that
gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of
reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain.

57. Paul told the Galatians and the Ephesians that he received his understanding of the
gospel by means of revelation.

 Galatians 1:12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the
revelation of Jesus Christ.

 Ephesians 3:1 For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,
2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to
youward: 3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I
wrote afore in few words, 4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my
knowledge in the mystery of Christ)
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5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now
revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 6 That the Gentiles
should be fellow heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in
Christ by the gospel:

58. When Paul appeared before Nero, he may have seen a vision of Jesus standing in the
palace hall with him.

 2 Timothy 4:16 At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me:
I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. 17 Notwithstanding the Lord
stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully
known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth
of the lion.

59. As Paul had dreams and visions, so did others such as Peter and Cornelius.

 Acts 10:1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of
the band called the Italian band, 2 A devout man, and one that feared God with
all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway. 3
He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God
coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius. 4 And when he looked on him,
he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and
thine alms are come up for a memorial before God. 5 And now send men to
Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter: 6 He lodgeth with one
Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee what thou
oughtest to do.

Practical Suggestions in order to
Obtain a Dream from God

60. Set the heart upon God.

 Psalms 25:14 The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him; and he will shew
them his covenant.

 Jeremiah 15:19 Therefore thus saith the Lord, If thou return, then will I bring
thee again, and thou shalt stand before me: and if thou take forth the precious
from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth: let them return unto thee; but return not
thou unto them.

61. Repent of wrong attitudes towards the gifts of God.

62. Saturate the heart with scripture.

 2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
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63. Have a close relationship with the church and pastor in order to be accountable and
balanced.

 1 Corinthians 2:16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may
instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.

 1 Corinthians 13:9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.

64. Ask the Lord by faith to speak to the heart in order that HE might be glorified.

 Luke 11: 9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 10 For every one that asketh
receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be
opened. 11 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him
a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? 12 Or if he shall
ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13 If ye then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

65. Be alert and sensitive to the dreams that do come.

 Song of Solomon 5:2 I sleep, but my heart waketh: it is the voice of my beloved
that knocketh, saying, Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled: for
my head is filled with dew, and my locks with the drops of the night.

66. Record important dreams.

 Daniel 7:1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream
and visions of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of
the matters.

Importance of Wisdom

67. Seek wisdom, which will produce many rewards.

 Proverbs 8:4 Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the sons of man. 5 O ye
simple, understand wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart. 6
Hear; for I will speak of excellent things; and the opening of my lips shall be right
things.

68. By wisdom there is the understanding of proverbs, parables, and riddles.

 Proverbs 1:5 A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of
understanding shall attain unto wise counsels: 6 To understand a proverb, and
the interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings.
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69. By wisdom a personal relationship with God will be enjoyed.

 Proverbs 2:5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the
knowledge of God.

70. By wisdom discretion will be exercised and deliverance from evil will come.

 Proverbs 2:11 Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee:

71. By wisdom life is filled with happiness and peace.

 Proverbs 3:16 Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and
honour. 17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.

72. By wisdom there is public safety and private security.

 Proverbs 3:23 Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall not
stumble. 24 When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou shalt lie
down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.

73. By wisdom comes counsel, strength, authority, and justice.

 Proverbs 8:14 Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I am understanding; I have
strength. 15 By me kings reign, and princes decree justice.

74. By wisdom riches, honor, and righteousness is gained.

 Proverbs 8:18 Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and
righteousness. 19 My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue
than choice silver. 20 I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths
of judgment: 21 That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I
will fill their treasures.

75. By wisdom the favor of God is received.

 Proverbs 8:34 Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates,
waiting at the posts of my doors. 35 For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall
obtain favour of the Lord. 36 But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own
soul: all they that hate me love death.


