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Doctrine of the Prison Epistles

1. The apostle Paul suffered many ways for the Lord Jesus Christ.

 2 Corinthians 11:23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in
labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.
24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 25 Thrice was I beaten with
rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the
deep; 26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine
own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness,
in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 In weariness and painfulness, in
watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 28 Beside
those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the
churches.

2. He was imprisoned many times.

 Philippi
 Caesarea
 Rome

3. Four of his letters were produced during his imprisonments.

 Philippians
 Colossians
 Ephesians
 Philemon

Philippians

4. The Epistle of Philippians is called the Epistle of Joy. Paul spoke of his own joy, while in
prison, and invites others to rejoice with him.

 Philippians 1:4 Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy,

 Philippians 1:25 And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue with
you all for your furtherance and joy of faith;

 Philippians 2:2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of
one accord, of one mind.

 Philippians 2:17 Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I
joy, and rejoice with you all.

 Philippians 2:18 For the same cause also do ye joy, and rejoice with me.
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 Philippians 4:1 Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown,
so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.

5. The basic position of the Christian is to have joy because sins are forgiven, heaven is real,
and there is the hope of the resurrection.

6. The Philippians are reminded of the One who started the work of redemption in their soul,
for He who began that good work will finish it.

 Philippians 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work
in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.

7. Paul’s attitude was not that life is bad and the next is good. In Christ all of our existence is
wonderful, though we can be ambivalent.

 Philippians 1:21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 But if I live in the flesh,
this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not. 23 For I am in a strait
betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better: 24
Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you.

8. The way to enjoy this world, and look forward to the next, is to have the mind of Christ, a
mind which seeks to serve others.

 Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in
the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of
men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross.

9. Here is a call to emulate the humility of Christ.

10. While the Christian can live a life of joy, and serve others, the quest for maturity continues.
Forget about yesterday. The past is the past.

 Philippians 3:7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 8 Yea
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but
dung, that I may win Christ, 9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which
is of God by faith: 10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the
fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 11 If by any means I
might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 12 Not as though I had already attained,
either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also
I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.

11. The chief end of the Christian is to press on in the Christian life (Jonathan Edwards).
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Colossians

12. Moving to the book of Colossians, the apostle is concerned about the church being invaded
by heresy. Gnosticism was one concern, Judaism was another.

13. The Gnostics associated Jesus with an angel, which is why Paul took time to show the
supremacy of Christ over angels.

14. Colossians gives to the church the revelation of the cosmic Christ.

 Colossians 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 16
For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him, and for him: 17 And he is before all things, and by him all things
consist.

15. Paul goes on to teach that the body of Christ is the very incarnation of the Lord of Glory,
which is why it is called His body. If the church is the body of Christ, then it must be willing
to embrace His suffering. To enter into the Lord’s suffering will lead to sharing the exaltation
of Christ.

 Philippians 3:10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the
fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 11 If by any means I
might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.

Ephesians

16. In the book of Ephesians, the apostle writes to the church he established, and revisited it. But
there is little personal references. Why?

17. It may have been Paul’s intention to have Ephesians be a compendium of Romans, and a
circular letter.

18. The nature of the church is one of the great motifs as the body of Christ, and as the body of
the elect. The Doctrine of Justification by faith alone is brought into view, as well as the
great Doctrine of Predestination.

 Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed
us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4 According as he hath
chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without
blame before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by
Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 To the praise of the
glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.
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19. Paul begins this epistle by talking about the sovereign choosing His people before the
foundation of the world, based on the good pleasure of His will.

20. Paul wants people to know who they are, and what God has done for them, not as an
afterthought, but from the foundation of the world.

21. The priority of grace is set forth in Ephesians 2, whereby God, knowing what we are, saved
us.

 Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

22. Paul concludes the epistles by teaching what it means to live out the Christian life, husbands,
wives, masters, and servants.

23. The epistle concludes with the call to put on the offensive whole armour of God in order to
fight the devil.

 Ephesians 6:8 Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he
receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free. 9 And, ye masters, do the same things
unto them, forbearing threatening: knowing that your Master also is in heaven; neither is
there respect of persons with him. 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in
the power of his might. 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil.


