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Doctrine of Satan as Serpent  

 

1. Satan put on a disguise in order to appear to Eve and tempt her by deception.   

 

 Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord 

God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of 

every tree of the garden? 2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit 

of the trees of the garden: 3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, 

God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 4 And the 

serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5 For God doth know that in the 

day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good 

and evil. 6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was 

pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit 

thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 7 And the 

eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 

leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 8 And they heard the voice of the Lord God 

walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from 

the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. 9 And the Lord God called 

unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the 

garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. 11 And he said, Who 

told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee 

that thou shouldest not eat? 12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be 

with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 13 And the Lord God said unto the 

woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, 

and I did eat. 14 And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, 

thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt 

thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:  

 

Special Note.  
 

Before Satan deceived Eve, he had already deceived other angels, and so was cast out with 

them into the earth. Revelation 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, 

called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, 

and his angels were cast out with him.  

 

2. Satan is viewed as the seed of a serpent.  

 

 Genesis 3:14 And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou 

art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou 

go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: 15 And I will put enmity between thee 

and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou 

shalt bruise his heel.  

 

3. Before Satan became evil he was known as Lucifer, son of the morning.  

 

 Isaiah 14:12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How art 

thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!  
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4. Originally Satan was designated as the anointed cherub.  

 

 Ezekiel 28:14 Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou 

wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the 

stones of fire.  

 

5. As the devil, Satan energized David to do evil [injurious behavior to self and others].  

 

 1 Chronicles 21:1 And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number 

Israel.  

 

6. Operating within strict boundaries Satan was allowed to accuse and afflict Job.  

 

 Job 1:7 And the Lord said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the 

Lord, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. 8 

And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none 

like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth 

evil? 9 Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? 10 Hast 

not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on 

every side? Thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the 

land. 11 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee 

to thy face. 12 And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; 

only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the 

Lord. 13 And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were eating and drinking 

wine in their eldest brother's house: 14 And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, 

The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding beside them: 15 And the Sabeans fell upon 

them, and took them away; yea, they have slain the servants with the edge of the sword; 

and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 16 While he was yet speaking, there came also 

another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, 

and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 17 While 

he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The Chaldeans made out three 

bands, and fell upon the camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants 

with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 18 While he was yet 

speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were eating and 

drinking wine in their eldest brother's house: 19 And, behold, there came a great wind 

from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young 

men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 20 Then Job arose, and 

rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, 21 

And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the 

Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord. 22 In all this 

Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.  

 

 Job 2:1 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before 

the Lord, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the Lord. 2 And the 

Lord said unto Satan, From whence comest thou? And Satan answered the Lord, and 

said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.  
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 3 And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none 

like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth 

evil? And still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to 

destroy him without cause. 4 And Satan answered the Lord, and said, Skin for skin, yea, 

all that a man hath will he give for his life. 5 But put forth thine hand now, and touch his 

bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. 6 And the Lord said unto Satan, 

Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life. 7 So went Satan forth from the presence of 

the Lord, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. 8 And he 

took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down among the ashes. 9 Then 

said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? Curse God, and die. 10 But 

he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? Shall we 

receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin 

with his lips.  

 

7. Satan opposed Israel embodied in the city of Jerusalem.  

 

 Zechariah 3:1 And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the 

Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. 2 And the Lord said unto Satan, 

The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is 

not this a brand plucked out of the fire? 3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, 

and stood before the angel. 4 And he answered and spake unto those that stood before 

him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I 

have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of 

raiment. 5 And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair mitre 

upon his head, and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the Lord stood by. 6 And 

the angel of the Lord protested unto Joshua, saying, 7 Thus saith the Lord of hosts; If 

thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my 

house, and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among these that 

stand by. 8 Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee: 

for they are men wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH. 9 

For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon one stone shall be seven eyes: 

behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will remove the 

iniquity of that land in one day.  

 

8. Satan is a great tempter as he prompts individuals to defy the living God, like himself.  

 

 Matthew 4:3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, 

command that these stones be made bread.  

 

9. Satan is the prince, or ruler, of a vast kingdom of demons.  

 

 Matthew 12:24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out 

devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils.  

 

10. Satan can induce physical illnesses.  
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 Luke 13:16 And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath 

bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day? 

 

 Acts 10:38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: 

who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God 

was with him. 

 

11. Satan is the originator of false doctrine.  

 

 1 Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall 

depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2 Speaking 

lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 3 Forbidding to marry, 

and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with 

thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. 4 For every creature of God is 

good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: 5 For it is sanctified 

by the word of God and prayer. 6 If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these 

things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith 

and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained.  

 

 There is the false doctrine of celibacy, which advocates people should not get 

married.  

 

 There is the false doctrine of abstaining from certain food for religious reasons.   

 

12. Satan is capable of perverting the Word of God thereby causing individuals to turn away 

from that which is morally right and good.  

 

 Matthew 4:3 And when the tempter [Satan] came to him [Jesus], he said, If thou be the 

Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 4 But he answered and said, It is 

written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 

mouth of God. 

 

 Luke 4:9 And he [Satan] brought him [Jesus] to Jerusalem, and set him [Christ] on a 

pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down 

from hence: 11 For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee: 

11 And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a 

stone.  

 

13. When individuals open themselves up to demonic possession, Satan will work through that 

avenue causing blindness, and the inability to speak.  

 

 Matthew 12:22 Then was brought unto him [Jesus] one possessed with a devil, blind, and 

dumb: and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake and saw. 23 And 

all the people were amazed, and said, Is not this the son of David?  
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24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by 

Beelzebub the prince of the devils. 25 And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, 

Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house 

divided against itself shall not stand: 26 And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against 

himself; how shall then his kingdom stand? 27 And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by 

whom do your children cast them out? Therefore they shall be your judges. 28 But if I 

cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you. 29 Or else 

how can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the 

strong man? And then he will spoil his house.  

 

14. Satan is an enemy in that he is an adversary to God’s people.  

 

 Zechariah 3:1 And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the 

Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. 

 

15. Satan is called the devil. The word Devil means "accuser" or "slanderer". 

 

 Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the 

wiles of the devil.  

 

16.  Satan motivated Judas to betray Christ by entering into him.   

 

 John 13:2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas 

Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him;  

 

 John 13:27 And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou 

doest, do quickly.  

 

17. Satan filled the heart of Ananias to lie to the Holy Spirit.  

 

 Acts 5:3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy 

Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?  

 

18. Satan can, and does, blind the eyes of people spiritually, so they cannot comprehend spiritual 

realities.  

 

 2 Corinthians 4:4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which 

believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should 

shine unto them.  

 

19. Satan seeks to harm believers.  

 

 1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 

walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:  
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20. Satan has organized the demons into a celestial hierarchy of evil.  

 

 Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the 

wiles of the devil. 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 

principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 

spiritual wickedness in high places.  

 

21. Satan guides the behavior of those who are not converted to Christ.   

 

 Ephesians 2:2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, 

according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children 

of disobedience: 

 

22.  Satan is a liar, and “the father of lies”.  

 

 John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 

When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 

 

23. Satan is able to perform signs and wonders in imitation of the power of God.  

 

 Apostolic wonders. Acts 5:12 And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and 

wonders wrought among the people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomon's 

porch.  

 

 Lying wonders. 2 Thessalonians 2:9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of 

Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,  

 

24. Satan is a murderer.  

 

 John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 

When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.  

 

 Satan kills babies by advocating abortion rights.  

 Satan kills older people by promoting euthanasia (lit. “easy death”).  

 Satan kills civilians and soldiers through warfare.  

 Satan kills by suggesting suicide.  

 Satan kills by enflaming the emotion of anger leading to rage and murder.  

 Satan kills by encouraging various lust patterns to be expressed, despite destructive 

health factors.  

“Vice is a monster of so frightful mien,  

As, to be hated, needs but to be seen;  

Yet seen too oft, familiar with her face,  

We first endure, then pity, then embrace”. 

 

Alexander Pope 
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25. Satan is recognized as the prince of this world by Christ.  

 

 John 14:30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, 

and hath nothing in me. 

 

26. Because of the work of Christ at Calvary, Satan is a defeated prince.  

 

 John 12:31 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast 

out.  

 

 Ephesians 4:8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity 

captive, and gave gifts unto men.  

 

 Revelation 20:1 And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the 

bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old 

serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 3 And cast him 

into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive 

the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be 

loosed a little season.  

 

The strategic defeat of Satan, by the redemptive work of Christ at Calvary, led to His being 

bound so “that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be 

fulfilled,” could only take place because Christ is the Stronger Man.  

 

 Matthew 12:29 Or else how can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, 

except he first bind the strong man? And then he will spoil his house.  

 

27. Satan has been told that his future state will be in a place with everlasting fire.  

 

 Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye 

cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.  

 

 Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and 

brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and 

night for ever and ever. 

 

28. Satan moves to sow spiritual “tares” among the spiritual “wheat”, and to place “goats” 

among the “sheep” of God’s pasture.  

 

 Matthew 13:38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but 

the tares are the children of the wicked one; 39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; 

the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.  

 

29. Satan desires to snatch away the good seed of the Word of God lest it find fertile soil, and 

bear spiritual fruit which will undermine his own kingdom work.  
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 Matthew 13:19 When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, 

then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is 

he which received seed by the way side.  

 

30. Rightfully so is Satan called “the enemy.”  

 

 Matthew 13:39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the 

world; and the reapers are the angels.  

 

31. Satan is “the wicked one.”  

 

 Matthew 13:38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but 

the tares are the children of the wicked one; 

 

32. As Christ defeated Satan by going to Calvary and dying, despite many attempts to prevent 

that from happening, so the Christian can defeat Satan by putting on the whole armor of God.  

 

 Ephesians 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 11 

Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 

12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 

against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 

13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the 

evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with 

truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 15 And your feet shod with the 

preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye 

shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, 

and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 18 Praying always with all prayer and 

supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for 

all saints; 19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth 

boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 For which I am an ambassador in 

bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.  

 

33.  In dealing with Satan, the Christian is to maintain a mature, watchful vigilance, in order to 

exercise faith for the purpose of survival.  

 

 1 Peter 58 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 

walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 9 Whom resist steadfast in the faith, 

knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the 

world.  

 

34. Satan will hinder the work of God in our lives, whenever, and wherever he can.  

 

 1 Thessalonians 2:18 Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and 

again; but Satan hindered us. 

 

35. For all eternity Satan will be remembered, not as Lucifer, son of the morning, or as the 

anointed cherub, but as the dragon, and that old serpent.  
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 Revelation 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and 

Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels 

were cast out with him. 

 

 Revelation 20:2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and 

Satan, and bound him a thousand years,  

 

36. Knowing the important part Peter would have in establishing the New Testament expression 

of the church, Satan targeted Simon Peter in a special way.  

 

 Luke 22:31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, 

that he may sift you as wheat:  

 

37. Satan is a master counterfeiter.  

 

 Satan has a counterfeit righteousness. 2 Corinthians 11:14 And no marvel; for Satan 

himself is transformed into an angel of light.  

 

 Satan has counterfeit ministers. 2 Corinthians 11:15 Therefore it is no great thing if his 

ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be 

according to their works. 

 

 Satan has a counterfeit gospel.  Galatians 1:6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from 

him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 7 Which is not another; 

but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.  

 

 Satan has a counterfeit doctrine. 1 Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in 

the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and 

doctrines of devils; 2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a 

hot iron; 3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God 

hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. 

 

 Satan has a counterfeit synagogue or church. Revelation 2:9 I know thy works, and 

tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say 

they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.  

 

38. Satan is said to be the father of those who are not saved. 

 

 John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 

When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 

 

 2 Corinthians 4:4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which 

believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should 

shine unto them. 


