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Doctrine of Seven Biblical Suicides

1. Suicide based on military pride.

 Abimelech. Judges 9:52 And Abimelech came unto the tower, and fought against it,
and went hard unto the door of the tower to burn it with fire. 53 And a certain woman
cast a piece of a millstone upon Abimelech's head, and all to brake his skull. 54 Then
he called hastily unto the young man his armourbearer, and said unto him, Draw thy
sword, and slay me, that men say not of me, A woman slew him. And his young man
thrust him through, and he died.

2. Suicide in order to extract revenge.

 Samson. Judges 16:25 And it came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that they
said, Call for Samson, that he may make us sport. And they called for Samson out of
the prison house; and he made them sport: and they set him between the pillars. 26
And Samson said unto the lad that held him by the hand, Suffer me that I may feel the
pillars whereupon the house standeth, that I may lean upon them. 27 Now the house
was full of men and women; and all the lords of the Philistines were there; and there
were upon the roof about three thousand men and women, that beheld while Samson
made sport. 28 And Samson called unto the Lord, and said, O Lord God, remember
me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be
at once avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes. 29 And Samson took hold of the
two middle pillars upon which the house stood, and on which it was borne up, of the
one with his right hand, and of the other with his left. 30 And Samson said, Let me die
with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon
the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead which he slew at his
death were more than they which he slew in his life.

3. Suicide due to defeat in battle and rejection by the people.

 Saul. 1 Samuel 31:4 Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, Draw thy sword, and
thrust me through therewith; lest these uncircumcised come and thrust me through,
and abuse me. But his armourbearer would not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore
Saul took a sword, and fell upon it.

4. Suicide based on love and loyalty in a death pact.

 Saul's armor-bearer. 1 Samuel 31:5 And when his armourbearer saw that Saul was
dead, he fell likewise upon his sword, and died with him.
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5. Suicide based on wounded pride.

 Ahithophel. 2 Samuel 17:23 And when Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not
followed, he saddled his ass, and arose, and gat him home to his house, to his city,
and put his household in order, and hanged himself, and died, and was buried in the
sepulchre of his father.

6. Suicide based upon rebellion and treason.

 Zimri. 1 Kings 16:15 In the twenty and seventh year of Asa king of Judah did Zimri
reign seven days in Tirzah. And the people were encamped against Gibbethon, which
belonged to the Philistines. 16 And the people that were encamped heard say, Zimri
hath conspired, and hath also slain the king: wherefore all Israel made Omri, the
captain of the host, king over Israel that day in the camp. 17 And Omri went up from
Gibbethon, and all Israel with him, and they besieged Tirzah. 18 And it came to pass,
when Zimri saw that the city was taken, that he went into the palace of the king's
house, and burnt the king's house over him with fire, and died, 19 For his sins which
he sinned in doing evil in the sight of the Lord, in walking in the way of Jeroboam,
and in his sin which he did, to make Israel to sin. 20 Now the rest of the acts of Zimri,
and his treason that he wrought, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of
the kings of Israel?

7. Suicide rooted in misguided patriotic zeal, covetousness and guilt at having betrayed
innocent blood.

 Judas. Matthew 27:3 Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was
condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief
priests and elders, 4 Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood.
And they said, What is that to us? See thou to that. 5 And he cast down the pieces of
silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself.


