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Doctrine of Total Depravity  

 

Scriptural References 

 

1. The Doctrine of Total Depravity teaches the total inability of men to save themselves.   

 

2. The total spiritual helplessness of men is a consequence of the Fall.  

 

3. The children of Adam and Eve are born morally corrupt, enslaved to sin, at enmity with God, 

and unable to please Him. Of themselves individuals are not able to turn to Christ for 

salvation.  

 

4. Because the heart of man is totally depraved it necessitates a gracious, and unconditional 

election by God for a sinner to be saved.  

 

5. The consistent teaching of the Bible is that man, after the Fall, is not good, but by nature evil.  

 

 Ecclesiastes 7:29 Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright; but they 

have sought out many inventions. 

 

 Romans 5:7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good 

man some would even dare to die. 8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, 

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

 Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and 

so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

 

 Romans 5:19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the 

obedience of one shall many be made righteous. 

 

 Job 15:14 What is man, that he should be clean? and he which is born of a woman, that 

he should be righteous? 15 Behold, he putteth no trust in his saints; yea, the heavens are 

not clean in his sight. 16 How much more abominable and filthy is man, which drinketh 

iniquity like water? 

 

 Job 25:4 How then can man be justified with God? Or how can he be clean that is born 

of a woman? 5 Behold even to the moon, and it shineth not; yea, the stars are not pure in 

his sight. 6 How much less man, that is a worm? And the son of man, which is a worm? 

 

 Ecclesiastes 9:3 This is an evil among all things that are done under the sun, that there is 

one event unto all: yea, also the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in 

their heart while they live, and after that they go to the dead. 

 

6. The natural and total depravity of individuals is extended to all men, with one notable 

exception, the Lord Jesus Christ for whom the Father prepared a body for Him that He might 

be born true humanity, but born outside the slave market of sin.  
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Total Depravity Extends to Every Individual 

 

 Psalms 143:2 And enter not into judgment with thy servant: for in thy sight shall no man 

living be justified. 

 

 Romans 11:32 For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy 

upon all. 

 

 Galatians 3:22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of 

Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 

 

 Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

 

 2 Chronicles 6:36 If they sin against thee, (for there is no man which sinneth not,) and 

thou be angry with them, and deliver them over before their enemies, and they carry them 

away captives unto a land far off or near; 

 

 Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; 

and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

 

 Micah 7:2 The good man is perished out of the earth: and there is none upright among 

men: they all lie in wait for blood; they hunt every man his brother with a net. 3 That they 

may do evil with both hands earnestly, the prince asketh, and the judge asketh for a 

reward; and the great man, he uttereth his mischievous desire: so they wrap it up.  4 The 

best of them is as a brier: the most upright is sharper than a thorn hedge: the day of thy 

watchmen and thy visitation cometh; now shall be their perplexity. 

 

 Romans 3:9 What then? Are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before 

proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 10 As it is written, There is 

none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that 

seeketh after God. 12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become 

unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

 

 Psalms 14:1 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. The fool hath said in his heart, 

There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that 

doeth good. 2 The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if 

there were any that did understand, and seek God. 3 They are all gone aside, they are all 

together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

 

 Psalms 53:1 To the chief Musician upon Ma'-ha-lath, Mas'-chil, A Psalm of David. The 

fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. Corrupt are they, and have done abominable 

iniquity: there is none that doeth good. 2 God looked down from heaven upon the 

children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, that did seek God. 3 Every 

one of them is gone back: they are altogether become filthy; there is none that doeth 

good, no, not one. 
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 1 John 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

 

 1 John 1:10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in 

us. 

 

 Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and 

so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 13 (For until the law sin was in 

the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned 

from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's 

transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. 

 

 1 Corinthians 5:9 I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators: 10 Yet 

not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or 

with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world..  

 

A Body was Prepared for Christ  

 

 Hebrews 10:5 Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering 

thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me: 

 

7. Human wisdom teaches that deep down individuals are good. The Bible teaches that the heart 

is desperately wicked and that in the depths of the soul man is totally depraved.  

 

 Mark 7:21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 

fornications, murders, 22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil 

eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 23 All these evil things come from within, and defile 

the man. 

 

 Matthew 15:19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 

fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: 

 

 Psalms 5:9 For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; their inward part is very 

wickedness; their throat is an open sepulchre; they flatter with their tongue. 

 

8. The Doctrine of Total Depravity recognizes that the heart or mind is deceitful and wicked.  

 

 Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can 

know it? 

 

 Titus 1:15 Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and 

unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled. 16 They 

profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and 

disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate. 
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 Ecclesiastes 9:3 This is an evil among all things that are done under the sun, that there is 

one event unto all: yea, also the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in 

their heart while they live, and after that they go to the dead. 

 

 Romans 1:28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave 

them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 29 Being 

filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full 

of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30 Backbiters, haters of God, 

despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 Without 

understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 

 

 Ephesians 4:17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not 

as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 18 Having the understanding 

darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, 

because of the blindness of their heart: 

 

 Jeremiah 10:7 Who would not fear thee, O King of nations? for to thee doth it appertain: 

forasmuch as among all the wise men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, there is 

none like unto thee. 8 But they are altogether brutish and foolish: the stock is a doctrine 

of vanities. 

 

 Jeremiah 10:14 Every man is brutish in his knowledge: every founder is confounded by 

the graven image: for his molten image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them. 

 

 Matthew15:19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 

fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: 

 

 Mark 7:21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 

fornications, murders, 22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil 

eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 23 All these evil things come from within, and defile 

the man. 

 

 Genesis 6:5 And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 

every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 

 

 Genesis 8:21 And the Lord smelled a sweet savour; and the Lord said in his heart, I will 

not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart 

is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have 

done. 

 

 Proverbs 10:20 The tongue of the just is as choice silver: the heart of the wicked is little 

worth. 

 

 Proverbs 28:26 He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but whoso walketh wisely, he 

shall be delivered. 
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 Deuteronomy 29:2 And Moses called unto all Israel, and said unto them, Ye have seen all 

that the Lord did before your eyes in the land of Egypt unto Pharaoh, and unto all his 

servants, and unto all his land; 3 The great temptations which thine eyes have seen, the 

signs, and those great miracles: 4 Yet the Lord hath not given you an heart to perceive, 

and eyes to see, and ears to hear, unto this day. 

 

 Psalms 10:4 The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: 

God is not in all his thoughts. 

 

 Psalms 36:1 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, the servant of the Lord. The 

transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, that there is no fear of God before his 

eyes. 2 For he flattereth himself in his own eyes, until his iniquity be found to be hateful. 

 

 Psalms 58:4 Their poison is like the poison of a serpent: they are like the deaf adder that 

stoppeth her ear; 5 Which will not hearken to the voice of charmers, charming never so 

wisely. 

 

 Psalms 94:11 The Lord knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are vanity. 

 

 Ecclesiastes 8:11 Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, 

therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil. 

 

 Ezekiel 11:19 And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I 

will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: 

 

 Ezekiel 36:26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and 

I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 

 

 Matthew 13:14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye 

shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 

 

 Romans 8:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the 

law of God, neither indeed can be. 

 

 Ephesians 4:23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 

 

9. Human depravity recognizes that the will, or ability of the natural man to choose correctly, 

has been corrupted, and is enslaved to sin.  

 

 John 8:34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin 

is the servant of sin. 

 

 2 Peter 2:19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of 

corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. 
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 Titus 3:3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving 

divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. 

 

 Galatians 4:8 Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by 

nature are no gods. 9 But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of 

God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to 

be in bondage? 

 

 Romans 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin 

might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 

 

 Romans 6:16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his 

servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 

righteousness? 17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have 

obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 

 

 Romans 6:19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for 

as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; 

even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 20 For when ye 

were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 

 

 Romans 7:14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. 

 

 2 Timothy 2:25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God 

peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 26 And that 

they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at 

his will. 

 

 Isaiah 42:6 I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and 

will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; 7 To 

open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in 

darkness out of the prison house. 

 

 Psalms 51:12 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. 

 

 John 8:31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my 

word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 

make you free. 

 

 John 8:36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 

 

 2 Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 

is liberty. 

 

10. The Doctrine of Total Depravity teaches that the affections and desires of the natural man 

have been perverted.  
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 Romans 1:24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their 

own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 25 Who changed the truth 

of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is 

blessed for ever. Amen. 26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even 

their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: 27 And 

likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one 

toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in 

themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. 

 

 Ephesians 2:3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of 

our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the 

children of wrath, even as others. 

 

 Proverbs 21:10 The soul of the wicked desireth evil: his neighbour findeth no favour in 

his eyes. 

 

 John 3:19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved 

darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 

 

 John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 

When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 

 

 Genesis 3:16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy 

conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy 

husband, and he shall rule over thee. 

 

 Psalms 4:2 O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into shame? how long will 

ye love vanity, and seek after leasing? Selah. 

 

 Psalms 52:3 Thou lovest evil more than good; and lying rather than to speak 

righteousness. Selah. 4 Thou lovest all devouring words, O thou deceitful tongue. 

 

 Psalms 140:8 Grant not, O Lord, the desires of the wicked: further not his wicked device; 

lest they exalt themselves. Selah. 

 

 Proverbs 10:23 It is as sport to a fool to do mischief: but a man of understanding hath 

wisdom. 

 

 2 Timothy 3:2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 

blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural affection, 

trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4 

Traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 
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 2 Peter 2:13 And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it 

pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with 

their own deceivings while they feast with you; 

 

11. The Doctrine of Total Depravity sets forth the utter ruin of the natural man. 

 

 Titus 1:15 Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and 

unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled. 16 They 

profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and 

disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate. 

 

 Romans 7:18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to 

will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 

 

 Isaiah 1:5 Why should ye be stricken any more? Ye will revolt more and more: the whole 

head is sick, and the whole heart faint. 6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head 

there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not 

been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment. 

 

12. Because of the total depravity of the heart in every facet of the soul, the natural man has no 

ability to change, or do good, while remaining in the flesh.  

 

 Jeremiah 13:23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? Then may 

ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil. 

 

 1 Samuel 24:13 As saith the proverb of the ancients, Wickedness proceedeth from the 

wicked: but mine hand shall not be upon thee. 

 

 Matthew 7:18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring 

forth good fruit. 

 

 Luke 6:43 For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree 

bring forth good fruit. 

 

 Matthew 12:34 O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out 

of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 35 A good man out of the good 

treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure 

bringeth forth evil things. 

 

 Romans 8:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the 

law of God, neither indeed can be. 

 

 Genesis 6:5 And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 

every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 

 



10 

 

 Genesis 8:21 And the Lord smelled a sweet savour; and the Lord said in his heart, I will 

not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart 

is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have 

done. 

 

 Titus 1:15 Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and 

unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled. 16 They 

profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and 

disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate. 

 

 Job 14:4 Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one. 

 

 Matthew 12:34 O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out 

of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 

 

13. The wisdom of the world declares that individuals are born pure, and with a “tabula rasa”, or 

clean slate on which they write the destiny of their lives with their own free will. The Biblical 

view of the initial condition of the natural man is just the opposite. Man is not born free, but 

enslaved to sin because he is conceived in sin. A person sins because he is a sinner. The fruit 

of a life is the result of the root of the soul.   

 

 Psalms 51:5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

 

 Genesis 8:21 And the Lord smelled a sweet savour; and the Lord said in his heart, I will 

not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart 

is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have 

done. 

 

 Psalms 58:3 The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon as they be 

born, speaking lies. 

 

 John 3:6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is 

spirit. 

 

 Proverbs 22:15 Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction 

shall drive it far from him. 

 

14. The Doctrine of Total Depravity reveals the natural disposition of man toward God to be that 

of hostility. 

 

 John 3:20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest 

his deeds should be reproved. 

 

 Romans 8:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the 

law of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 
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 Colossians 1:21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by 

wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled 

 

 Romans 1:28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave 

them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 29 Being 

filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full 

of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30 Backbiters, haters of God, 

despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 

 

 James 4:4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is 

enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 

 

15. Because of the Fall, man’s relationship to God has changed for the worse, as the Doctrine of 

Total Depravity reveals.  

 

 Psalms 58:3 The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon as they be 

born, speaking lies. 

 

 Ephesians 2:12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the 

commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, 

and without God in the world: 13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off 

are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 

 

 Ephesians 2:3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of 

our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the 

children of wrath, even as others. 

 

 Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins 

have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. 

 

16. The Doctrine of Total Depravity is designed to humble the natural man who asks in despair, 

“Can the natural man do anything to please God?” The biblical answer is, “No.”  Only those 

who are born again will love the Lord and can please Him.  

 

 Proverbs 15:9 The way of the wicked is an abomination unto the Lord: but he loveth him 

that followeth after righteousness. 

 

 Proverbs 15:8 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord: but the prayer 

of the upright is his delight. 

 

 Proverbs 21:27 The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination: how much more, when he 

bringeth it with a wicked mind? 

 

 Proverbs 28:9 He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall 

be abomination. 
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 Isaiah 64:6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy 

rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 

 

 Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God 

must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 

 

 Romans 8:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the 

law of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 

 Psalms 50:16 But unto the wicked God saith, What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, 

or that thou shouldest take my covenant in thy mouth? 

 

 Proverbs 21:4 An high look, and a proud heart, and the plowing of the wicked, is sin. 

 

 Isaiah 1:10 Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our 

God, ye people of Gomorrah. 11 To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto 

me? Saith the Lord: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and 

I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. 

 

 12 When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my 

courts?13 Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new 

moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the 

solemn meeting. 14 Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a 

trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them. 15 And when ye spread forth your hands, I 

will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your 

hands are full of blood. 

 

 Amos 5:21 I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in your solemn 

assemblies. 22 Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat offerings, I will not 

accept them: neither will I regard the peace offerings of your fat beasts. 23 Take thou 

away from me the noise of thy songs; for I will not hear the melody of thy viols. 24 But let 

judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream. 

 

17. In an effort to redeem man in the Fall, an inquiry is often made. “Are men at least seeking 

God?” The biblical answer reveals that by nature men do not seek the Lord apart from a 

divine drawing of the heart to Him.  

 

 Psalms 10:4 The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: 

God is not in all his thoughts. 

 

 John 3:20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest 

his deeds should be reproved. 
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 Isaiah 65:1 I am sought of them that asked not for me; I am found of them that sought me 

not: I said, Behold me, behold me, unto a nation that was not called by my name. 

 

Special Note.  

Isaiah 65:11 is not an exception to the Biblical revelation that men do not seek after God. 

It is true that men seek after a god, as Paul noticed when in the city of Athens. But it is 

the god of their imaginations which men seek, not the God of revelation. Only in 

marvelous grace God will be found by those who do not seek after Him because the Lord 

will put Himself in the pathway of being discovered by His grace as Paul experienced on 

the road to Damascus. The apostle quotes Isaiah 65:1 in Romans 10:20 to establish the 

great doctrinal truth he had personally experienced. “But Esaias is very bold, and saith, I 

was found of them that sought me not; I was made manifest unto them that asked not after 

me.” 

 

 Isaiah 64:7 And there is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to take 

hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us, because of our 

iniquities. 

 

 Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none that 

understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They are all gone out of the way, 

they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

 

18. When presented with the Doctrine of Total Depravity, the question of how much the natural 

man can understand about spiritual matters comes into the discussion. “Can the natural man 

comprehend the gospel, or come to a saving knowledge of God on his own?” The biblical 

answer is negative. The natural man does not have any capacity to understand the gospel or 

come to a saving knowledge of God on his own.  

 

 1 Corinthians 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for 

they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 

discerned. 

 

 2 Corinthians 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4 In whom the 

god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the 

glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 

 

 1 Corinthians 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but 

unto us which are saved it is the power of God. 

 

 1 Corinthians 1:21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not 

God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 22 For the 

Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: 23 But we preach Christ 

crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 24 But unto 

them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom 

of God. 
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 Deuteronomy 29:2 And Moses called unto all Israel, and said unto them, Ye have seen all 

that the Lord did before your eyes in the land of Egypt unto Pharaoh, and unto all his 

servants, and unto all his land; 3 The great temptations which thine eyes have seen, the 

signs, and those great miracles: 4 Yet the Lord hath not given you an heart to perceive, 

and eyes to see, and ears to hear, unto this day. 

 

 Matthew 11:27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the 

Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to 

whomsoever the Son will reveal him. 

 

 Psalms 119:18 Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law. 

 

 Proverbs 4:19 The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble. 

 

 Isaiah 42:6 I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and 

will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; 7 To 

open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in 

darkness out of the prison house. 

 

 Hosea 14:9 Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? Prudent, and he shall 

know them? For the ways of the Lord are right, and the just shall walk in them: but the 

transgressors shall fall therein. 

 

 Matthew 16:17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: 

for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 

 

 John 8:43 Why do ye not understand my speech? Even because ye cannot hear my word. 

 

 Acts 22:14 And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest 

know his will, and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth. 

 

 

 Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the 

power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance 

among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. 

 

 Ephesians 4:17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not 

as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 18 Having the understanding 

darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, 

because of the blindness of their heart: 19 Who being past feeling have given themselves 

over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 

 

 2 Corinthians 2:15 For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, 

and in them that perish:16 To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the 

other the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things? 
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 2 Corinthians 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4 In whom the 

god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the 

glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 

 

 1 John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an 

understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in 

his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. 

 

19. The Doctrine of Total Depravity recognizes the Biblical truth that the natural man cannot of 

himself accept God’s gift of salvation which he does not want, see, or understand. Men do 

not choose God nor come to him of their own. Their innate inability to be good, holy, and 

seek after God is reflected in their will not to come to Christ.  

 

 John 3:27 John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him 

from heaven. 

  

 John 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he 

may abide with you for ever; 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, 

because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, 

and shall be in you. 

 

 John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of 

God, even to them that believe on his name: 13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the 

will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 

 John 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and 

I will raise him up at the last day. 

  

 John 6:65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except 

it were given unto him of my Father. 

 

 

 Romans 9:16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 

sheweth mercy. 

 

 Romans 11:35 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him 

again? 36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for 

ever. Amen. 

 

 1 Corinthians 1:30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 

wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 

 

 Philippians 2:13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good 

pleasure. 
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 Jonah 2:9 But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that 

I have vowed. Salvation is of the Lord. 

 

 Zephaniah 3:9 For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call 

upon the name of the Lord, to serve him with one consent. 

 

 John 15:16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 

should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye 

shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 

 

 1 Corinthians 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was 

bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not 

I, but the grace of God which was with me. 

 

 Philippians 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work 

in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 

 

 James 1:18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 

firstfruits of his creatures. 

 

20. The Doctrine of Total Depravity helps a person understand that it is God who supplies faith, 

belief, and repentance, as gifts of divine grace.  

 

 Acts 16:14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, 

which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto 

the things which were spoken of Paul. 

 

 1 Corinthians 3:6 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 

 

 Acts 5:31 Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to 

give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 

 

 

 Acts 11:18 When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, 

saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life. 

 

 Philippians 1:29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on 

him, but also to suffer for his sake; 

 

 Acts 18:27 And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting 

the disciples to receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had 

believed through grace: 

 

 Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 

the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
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 Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among 

you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, 

according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. 

 

 2 Timothy 2:24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, 

apt to teach, patient, 25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God 

peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 

 

 1 Corinthians 12:3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the 

Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but 

by the Holy Ghost. 

 

 2 Peter 1:3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto 

life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 

 

 Romans 11:36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory 

for ever. Amen. 

 

 1 Corinthians 4:7 For who maketh thee to differ from another? And what hast thou that 

thou didst not receive? Now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst 

not received it? 

 

 John 3:6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is 

spirit. 

 

 John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I 

speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. 

 

 1 Chronicles 29:14 But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer 

so willingly after this sort? For all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given 

thee. 

 

 John 5:44 How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the 

honour that cometh from God only? 

 

 Acts 3:16 And his name through faith in his name hath made this man strong, whom ye 

see and know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in the 

presence of you all. 

 

 Romans 1:8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is 

spoken of throughout the whole world. 

 

 Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among 

you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, 

according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. 
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 Ephesians 6:23 Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 2 Thessalonians 3:2 And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: 

for all men have not faith. 

 

21. The Doctrine of Total Depravity recognizes that men can do nothing to help themselves, for 

those who are dead in sin, those who are in the flesh, cannot please God. The natural man is 

without spiritual strength to effect his own salvation which is why Christ died for the 

ungodly.  

 

 Colossians 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 

hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 

 

 Ephesians 2:1  And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 

Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the 

prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 

 

 Ephesians 2:4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 

saved;) 

 

 Psalms 49:7 None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a 

ransom for him: 8 (For the redemption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth for ever :) 

9 That he should still live for ever, and not see corruption. 

 

 Jeremiah 2:22 For though thou wash thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thine 

iniquity is marked before me, saith the Lord God. 

 

 Ezekiel 16:6 And when I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I said 

unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live; yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy 

blood, Live. 

 

 Romans 5:6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the 

ungodly. 

 

22. Because the Doctrine of Total Depravity is a true Biblical doctrine, because salvation is of 

the Lord, all human boasting is excluded.  

 

 Romans 3:27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? Nay: but 

by the law of faith. 


