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Doctrine of a True Conversion

1. Conversion refers to a radical change in the heart of an individual. “It is that great change
which God works in the soul when he raises it from the death of sin to a life of
righteousness” (John Wesley).

2. An authentic conversion experience overturns the previous life lived and instantly introduces
a new life.

 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new.

3. A change of companionship often takes place after conversion. The world, the flesh, and the
devil are forsaken.

 2 Corinthians 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light
with darkness? 15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? Or what part hath he that
believeth with an infidel?

4. Conversion is redemptive. A person is redeemed from the penalty, power, and pollution of
sin so that sin should no longer be the master of life.

 Romans 6:1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 2
God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 3 Know ye not,
that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the
likeness of his resurrection: 6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that
the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.

“Redeemed, how I love to proclaim it!
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb;
Redeemed through His infinite mercy,

His child and forever I am.

Redeemed, redeemed,
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb;

Redeemed, redeemed,
His child and forever I am.

Redeemed, and so happy in Jesus,
No language my rapture can tell;

I know that the light of His presence
With me doth continually dwell.
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I think of my blessèd Redeemer,
I think of Him all the day long:

I sing, for I cannot be silent;
His love is the theme of my song.

I know there’s a crown that is waiting,
In yonder bright mansion for me,

And soon, with the spirits made perfect,
At home with the Lord I shall be.”

Fanny Crosby, 1882

5. Conversion is corrective. Conversion not only corrects a person’s behavior, but it also
corrects a person’s worldview.

 New behavior. Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect,
will of God.

 New thoughts. Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if
there be any praise, think on these things. 9 Those things, which ye have both learned,
and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.

6. A true conversion has a healing power. It is therapeutic. Christ becomes the “Balm of
Gilead”.

 Jeremiah 8:22 Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? why then is not
the health of the daughter of my people recovered?

 Psalms 56:3 What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee.

7. Conversion prepares a soul for heaven.

 John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my
Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 4 And whither I go ye
know, and the way ye know.
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 John 14:12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do
shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.
13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. 14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. 15 If ye love me,
keep my commandments. 16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the
world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him;
for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 18 I will not leave you comfortless: I will
come to you. 19 Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me:
because I live, ye shall live also. 20 At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and
ye in me, and I in you. 21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that
loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and
will manifest myself to him.

8. The soul winner will want to ask others, “Have you been converted?”

 Matthew 18:3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as
little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.


