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Doctrine of Prayer

The Teaching of Jesus on Prayer

1. The Christian is to pray for those which despitefully use them.

 Matthew 5:44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good
to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;
This is not easy but it is the will of the Lord. Alfred Plummer said,

“To return evil for good is devilish,
to return good for good is human;
to return good for evil is Divine”.

2. The Christian is not to pray while standing in the synagogue to be seen of men.

 Matthew 6:5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love
to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen
of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.

It is a serious thing to be called a hypocrite. It is even more serious to really be one.
While only God knows for sure who is and who is not converted, there are signs to warn
us if we are going astray. One of these signs is to look at the motive for our prayer life in
public. Do we want to be seen of men? Or, do we want to lead others to the throne of
grace? When we pray, the Lord looks at our motive as well as our petition.

3. Prayer is to be addressed to God the Father.

 Matthew 6:6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut
thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall
reward thee openly.

While it is not wrong to pray to the Son, and it is not wrong to pray to the Holy Spirit,
primarily our prayers are to be addressed to God the Father.

4. Many prayers are to be offered in secret.

 Matthew 6:6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut
thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall
reward thee openly.

The closet refers to the bedroom. The principle of privacy is hereby established. The concept
of intimacy is also involved. God wants to personally come close to the soul for conscious
fellowship.
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5. Vain repetitions are to be avoided in prayer.

 Matthew 6:7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think
that they shall be heard for their much speaking.

Martin Luther said, "The fewer words, the better the prayer." Some of the most powerful
prayers in the Bible are short. There is the prayer of Peter in the water crying, "Lord,
save me!" There is the prayer of the thief on the cross, "Lord, remember me when you
come into your kingdom." There is the prayer of Paul, "Lord, what would you have me to
do?"

6. Prayer is to follow a pattern. Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth,
as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

ADORATION

 Matthew 6: 9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.

SUBMISSION

 Matthew 6: 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

PETITION

 Matthew 6:11 Give us this day our daily bread.

FORGIVENESS

 Matthew 6:12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

GUIDANCE

 Matthew 6:13a And lead us not into temptation,

DELIVERANCE

 Matthew 6:13b but deliver us from evil:

DOXOLOGY AND HOPE

 Matthew 6:13c For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
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7. Prayer is to be offered for more workers in the Lord's service.

 Matthew 9:38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers
into his harvest.

8. Prayer and fasting is to be offered to cure sickness.

 Matthew 17:21 Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.

9. Prayer is to be offered in the church so that the Temple of the Lord may be known as "The
House of Prayer."

 Matthew 21:13 And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of
prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.

10. There is much freedom to ask things of God in prayer. "Prayer is not overcoming God's
reluctance; it is laying hold of His highest willingness" (Martin Luther).

 Matthew 21:22 And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall
receive.

11. Public prayers should be short and unpretentious.

 Matthew 23:14 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye devour widows'
houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater
damnation [judgment].

12. Prayer is to be made to escape the ravages of war.

 Matthew 24:20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath
day:

13. Prayer is to be made not to enter into temptation.

 Matthew 26:41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak.

14. Prayer is to be offered in faith.

 Mark 11:24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe
that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. Augustine reminds us, "Faith is to believe,
on the Word of God, what we do not see, and its reward, is to see and enjoy what we
believe."
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15. Prayer is to be conducted in a spirit of vigilance.

 Mark 13:33 Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is.

16. Prayer is to be offered continuously.

 Luke 18:1 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray,
and not to faint; "God hears no more than the heart speaks, and if the heart be dumb,
God will certainly be deaf" Thomas Brooks.

17. The most important prayer for the unbeliever is the sinner’s prayer which says, "Lord, be
merciful to me the sinner."


