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A Soul in Search of Salvation

The Story of Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation

Matthew 7:13

“Enter ye in at the strait gate; for wide is the gate,
and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction,

And many there be which go in thereat.”

Romans 1:17

“For therein is the righteousness of God revealed
from faith to faith: as it is written,

The just shall live by faith.”

By the beginning of the sixteenth century the broad religious path to eternal

destruction in the Western World was well traveled. Countless souls had embraced

those doctrines that set forth a system of salvation by works.

Very few individuals bothered to ask whether or not the things that the

Catholic Church taught were true or consistent with the Scriptures.

Some did not ask because life was exciting and filled with adventure.

This was the era of

Michaiavelli,
Michelangelo,

Raphael,
Copernicus,

and Columbus.
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The Western World was alive with
art and literature,

court intrigue and political upheaval,
the discovery of new worlds,

and the rebirth of learning.

While some enjoyed the Renaissance, others, mainly to be found in the

countryside, were struggling to exist.

Hundreds upon thousands of peasants were not aware of the voyages of

Columbus. They knew nothing of the glories of Renaissance art and literature until

much later.

Instead, multitudes endured the terrible realities of life in Europe where

violence and bloodshed were part of everyday life.

Life was short,
medicine was crude,

and death was certain.

People who lived past thirty were considered to be old.

Women often-died in childbirth and if

they managed

to survive,

an alarming number of their babies did not.

The institutional Roman Catholic Church took advantage of the plight of the

people.
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There was financial exploitation as church offices were given to the highest

bidder and worse, salvation was offered for a price.

Greed, graft, and moral corruption characterized convents, monasteries, and

reached upward to capture the Vatican itself.

The glorious light of the gospel grew dim in such circumstances causing

concerned souls to search for salvation.

Among those who were struggling to know the truth was a young German

lad by the name of Martin Luther. The things he would be shown by the grace

of God would

restore his soul,
reform the Church,

and revolutionize the world.

And it all came about in the search for salvation.

The Story Begins

On November 10, 1483, at Eisleben German (about 120 miles southwest of

modern Berlin), a baby boy was born who was destined to change the world. His

parents had worked in Eisleben as domestic servants. Then, the family moved to

Mansfield, where the father, Hans Luder, as his name was pronounced locally,

went to work in the local copper mines.
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An Unhappy Home Life

It was not always a happy home into which the child named Martin had been

born. Both his father Hans, and his mother, Margaretha, also known as Hannah

Lindemann, were strict disciplinarians. Martin would later record that his father

whipped him so severely on one occasion that, "I ran away and felt ugly toward

him until my father sought me out for reconciliation”.

His mother was equally firm. Luther would tell his students, “My mother

once beat me with a cane for stealing a nut, until the blood came. Such strict

discipline drove me to the monastery, although she meant well.”

In all fairness to the parents, such things were not uncommon. Many parents

used excessive force in discipline.

Despite the rigorous punishment Luther honored his parents. Later, when

writing a work entitled On Monastic Vows Martin dedicated the book to his father.

He desired that his parents be pleased with his work as a minister—and they were

despite some initial opposition by Hans.

Hans had hoped that Martin might become a lawyer. Indeed, Luther's initial

studies were destined to lead him in that direction.

In 1501 he entered the University of Erfurt, at the age of 17, and received a

Bachelor of Arts degree the next year in 1502.
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Three years later, in 1505, Luther earned another degree (MA) at Erfurt and

began his law studies. Academically, things were going very well for Martin until

one humid day in 1505.

The Motive to Become a Monk

While walking back to school, on July 2, the twenty-one year old law student

encountered a fierce lightening storm. Terrified that he would be killed, Luther

cried out,

“Help me, St. Anne!
I'll become a monk!”

The storm passed by, but not Luther's vow. He was determined to keep his

word to the patron saint of miners and others.

Perhaps Martin remembered another crisis experience of his.

He was nineteen years old when he almost bled to death. It happened this

way. On his way home from school a sword Luther carried, according to the

custom of the day, pierced his leg and cut an artery.

The wound was severe and Luther's friend ran off to find medical help.

Luther put his finger in the gapping hole and prayed,

“O Mary, help!"

God the Father was gracious

and the doctor came, just in time.
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Luther's life was spared.

Having escaped death twice, Luther was not willing to risk a third encounter

of the worst kind. He would enter a monastery because there was something else

which Luther was concerned about the state of his soul.

In particular, Luther wanted to know how a person could be righteous in the

sight of God.

He would search for that answer in submission to the discipline and authority

of the Church of Rome.

Giving away his earthly goods, Luther joined the Augustinian order where

he vowed to

die to self,
to family and friends,

renounce the flesh,
suffer poverty,

mortify his body,

be obedient to his superiors in all things,

and follow the rules imposed upon him.

Working for Salvation

Becoming a friar in the Augustinian monastery, Luther set out to honor his

vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience through endless acts of confession of sins

and the performance of good works.
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And yet, despite all that Luther did, he failed to find the peace with God he

sought after. What could he do? Luther could do more.

He would flagellate himself until the blood ran profusely down his body.

He would fast to the point of exhaustion.

He would sleep on the cold hard floor.

He would do anything and everything to

merit the merits of Christ and please the Father.

But somehow, in the deepest recesses of his soul, Luther felt that God was

not satisfied. He was but another Cain offering the fruit of his labors to an

unsmiling God.

Transubstantiation: in the Presence of God

In the search for personal salvation, Luther continued his studies. Within two

years of entering the Black Cloister he was ordained a priest in 1507.

However, this only made matters worse, from Luther's point of view, for

now he had the awesome responsibility, in the form of transubstantiation, of

offering unto the people of Erfurt the Living, the True, and the Eternal God. How

could he do that in a worthy manner?

He could not and he knew it!

So terrified was Martin of the presence of God in the Holy Sacrifice that he

trembled at the altar; he could barely complete his first mass.
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An Unpardonable Sin

There was something else that Luther trembled at. He believed that he had

committed an unpardonable sin. Like everything else, Luther confessed to his

superior and "most beloved father in Christ", Dr. Johann von Staupitz (1469?-

1524).

“He is God, and He is holy.
I am man, and I am unholy.

No matter what I do, He condemns me.

I cannot love God,
and that is my unpardonable sin.”

The Anger of an Anguished Heart

Dr. Staupitz did not understand the seriousness with which Luther took sin

and the unceasing confession of his heart. Exasperated, the Confessor exclaimed:

“Man, God is not angry with you.
You are angry with God.

Don't you know that God
commands you to hope?”

He was right, of course. Luther was angry that God could not be pleased.

Although he had truly sought to love God with all his heart, soul, mind, and

strength, he found no comfort. There was always a sense of the wrath of God. Said

Luther,

“When I am touched by this passing inundation of the eternal, my soul feels

and drinks nothing but eternal punishment.”
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But what was he to do? He would do more!

With renewed vigor Luther would study Scripture and theology.

He would teach and preach so much that he did not have time to think!

The Unrighteousness of Rome

Perhaps a life of zeal and overwork would placate his tormented soul in

search of personal salvation. There was something else Luther would do.

He would make a pilgrimage to Rome stopping at various cloisters along the

way. And once in Rome Martin would engage in religious rites to secure a place in

heaven.

He would make a general confession of

sins to a Roman priest as opposed to a German priest.

He would hear a daily mass.

And so to the city of Rome, Martin went to work for the salvation of
his soul.

At the altar of St. Sebastian, Luther once

said several masses in a single hour, and then was sadden that his p

parents were still alive,

“For I would have loved to deliver them

from purgatory with my masses and other

special works and prayers.”
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Because Martin wanted to deliver his grandfather, Lindemann (Heine)

Luder, from purgatory, Luther crawled up and down the twenty-eight marble Santa

Scala (Holy Stairs) on his knees reciting the Lord's Prayer on each step.

By praying this way it was said that a soul could be saved. The Santa Scala

was alleged to be the very stairway that Jesus climbed before Pontius Pilate. When

the ordeal was over and Luther arrived at the top of the incline, a brief moment of

honesty overtook his soul.

“Who knows if it is really true?”

he softly asked himself. It was almost a blasphemous thought but Luther had seen

some things that planted seeds of concern in his sensitive conscience. There was

much sin in the Holy City. Luther witnessed

drunken priests,

rampant immorality,

and open laughter at the saints and all

that was sacred.

Indulgences were hawked for a price.

All this, and more, disturbed Luther. It was true what people had warned him of

during the course of his pilgrimage:

“The closer onc comes to Rome, the worse the Christians are.
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“Where God builds a church, the devil puts a chapel next door,”

was another true saying, but the churches in Rome were worse.

Said Luther,

“If there is a hell, then Rome is built on it.”

Lingering Questions

By March, 1511, Luther had returned to the Observant Augustinian

monastery but the old doubts still lingered and the old questions burned more

brightly in his soul concerning the righteousness of God and other matters. Luther

wanted to know:

Question. “Does the righteousness of God merely judge a man, or can it

deliver him from the power and pollution of sin”?

Question. “Is the Church alone competent to interpret Scriptures or can

individuals be guided by their own consciences, understanding, and the Holy

Spirit”?

Question. “Why must the mass be said in Latin? Why can't the natural

language of the people be used”?

A Pastor with no Personal Peace

While Luther continued to study and search for the salvation of his soul, his

life was about to change.
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In the little town of Wittenburg, Germany, Duke Frederick III "The Wise"

(1463-1525) was determined that the University he had established should have a

new professor who could also be a pastor to his people. The name of Luther was

brought before his attention. Arrangements were made and in 1511 Luther was

brought to Wittenberg to

baptize infants,

catechize the children,

preach to the people,

teach students in the

University,

and study the Scriptures.

Relics and Reason

While Luther seemed content in his new surroundings he was uncomfortable

that Frederick, Elector of Saxony, was bringing too many religious relics into the

realm. Perhaps 19,013 items were a bit too much. The pious prince meant well.

He brought the relics for the glory of God and the good of the church. Still, Luther

wondered about

The collected fragments of St. Jerome,

the fragments of St. Chrysostom,

four hairs from the Virgin Mary,
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a strand of the beard of Jesus,

a piece of bread that was eaten at the Last Supper,

and a piece of the original cross

Question. “Could such relics be real? And even if they were genuine, could

they deliver souls from purgatory if venerated as was taught”?

Luther was troubled that the symbols of faith were replacing the reality of

meaning because if that was happening, then souls were lost and damned.

The Ground of Justification

Despite his concerns over the relics, Luther had two other issues to deal with

personally and as a priest.

One issue was theological, the other was practical. The theological issue was

the ground of justification or how a person is made right before God. The practical

issue was the sale of indulgences.

It was either late in 1513 or early in 1514 that Luther began to teach openly

his students something different from Catholic orthodoxy. Luther was now

convinced that the true ground of justification was by faith apart from good works.

Romans 1:17 confirmed it for there we read that,

“The just shall live by faith!”

Suddenly, illuminated by God the Holy Spirit, Luther understood that,
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the just do not live by relics,

nor by good works,

nor by any purchased papal parchment.

Man is declared righteous in the sight of God by faith.

There was more!

The true Church was not the visible organization that could boast

about apostolic succession; the true Church of Christ was invisible and consisted of

those in the community of faith who had been given grace to believe in the

substitutionary work of Christ at Calvary.

Salvation was not corporate but common and individual.

Salvation was not to be found in the sacraments but in the Savior.

The concept that human beings had a spark of goodness,

enough to seek out God, was not a foundational truth, but something that was

taught by "fools" and "pig theologians"!

Humility was no longer a virtue that merited grace; rather, humility was the

soul's response to the gift of God's grace.

Faith no longer consisted of mentally agreeing to the dogma of the Church,

but of trusting the promises of God and the work of Christ.
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A Religious Revolution

Like a dam bursting with the pressure of floodwaters, gospel truths, long

neglected, began to pour forth from the heart of Luther and washed over the people

in his parish. Luther was renouncing everything he had been taught.

A religious revolution had been launched and the world would soon realize

it. In the providence of God, a date had been set: All Saints' Eve, October 31, 1517.

The issue that would help to crystallize the doctrine of justification by faith

alone was the selling of indulgences on a wide scale in an inappropriate manner.

The Injury done by Indulgences

By definition an indulgence is simply a formal church document stating that

certain sins are forgiven. Behind the renewed intense sale of indulgences in

Germany was a desire to build St. Peter's Church in Rome. Julius II had laid the

foundation for this project.

Leo X (1475-1521) was determined to bring it to completion. Leo initially

said he wanted to leave Rome more glorious than he found it. But there was a

problem with that stated objective. Leo was a greedy man.

The Prodigal Pope

Leo X was the extravagantly spoiled son of a renowned Renaissance family,

Giovanni de' Medici. He had been made a cardinal at the age of 13 and had become

pope at age 38.
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As soon as he was installed into the highest office of the Church, Leo went

on a spending spree.

Expenses for his coronation alone cost 100,000 ducats (duck-ets). Within

two years this pleasure loving, self-centered spiritual monarch had squandered the

fortune of the Church and needed to replenish the treasure chest.

To do that he would

confer cardinal hats upon those who could pay,

sell indulgences,

and offer Arch-bishoprics to the highest bidder.

In 1517 Prince Albrecht of Brandenburg sent his brother to Rome in order to

secure for himself a third appointment. He wanted to be the Archbishop of the

providence of Mainz.

Prince Albrecht was willing to pay 10,000 ducats for this title based on a

thousand ducats for each of the Ten Commandments.

Leo X agreed to the price, provided the Prince would allow a Jubilee

Indulgence to be sold in the province, with the proceeds to be divided equally

between the state and Church.
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Selling the Savior: The Sad Work of John Tetzel

To sell the indulgences in Germany, the services of Johann (John) Tetzel

were secured for Tetzel was a master salesman despite the fact that he was also a

Dominican priest. Gathering the peasants about him, Tetzel proceeded to share that

this latest Papal indulgence was nothing ordinary.

Each person who purchased this indulgence would share in all the future

masses to be said at St. Peters. Furthermore, they would immediately receive

forgiveness for all sins and absolution from all punishments. And there was more.

Confession of sins to the local parish priest no longer had to be made. But

best of all, said Tetzel, others could be freed from purgatory. Why,

“As soon as the money clinks in the chest,
a soul flies up to heavenly rest!”

To another audience he declared that,

“As soon as a coin in the coffer rings,
a soul from purgatory springs!”

Though John Tetzel was not allowed to sell these papal indulgences in

Wittenburg where Luther pastored, he did set up shop just across the river so that

people from Luther's parish had access to the sale's site.

With freedom to sin based upon papal forgiveness being purchased, the

moral life of the whole area immediately disintegrated. Outraged at what he was

witnessing, Martin Luther decided to act.
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Invitation to a Debate

On the eve of All Saints' Day, October 31, 1517, Luther went to the church

door of Wittenburg and nailed up a public notice written in Latin. There were 95

propositions that Luther wanted to debate with the scholars of the Church. He made

a public announcement of this fact--and turned the world upside down. The famous

document begins with these words:

“Out of love and zeal for truth and the desire to bring it to light, The

following theses will be publicly discussed at Wittenberg under the chairmanship

of the reverend father Martin Luther, Master of Arts and Sacred Theology and

regularly appointed Lecturer on these subjects at that place. He requests that those

who cannot be present to debate orally with us will do so by letter.”

Luther's Ninety-five Theses or Disputation on the Power and Efficacy of

Indulgences as they were formally called, were full of fire and thunder as selected

excepts reveal.

Theses 1.

“In the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. When our Lord and Master Jesus
Christ said, "Repent" [Matthew 4: 17], he willed the entire life of believers to be
one of repentance.”



20

Theses 27.

“This word [repentance] cannot be understood as referring to the sacrament of
penance, that is, confession and satisfaction as administered by the clergy...Nor
can it refer to the purchasing of indulgences and for this reason... They preach
only human doctrines that say that as soon as the money clinks into the money
chest, the soul flies out of purgatory.”

Theses 82.

“Those who believe that they can be certain of their salvation because they have
indulgence letters will be eternally damned, together with their teachers.

Turning from the sell of indulgences Luther had some questions for the pope
about purgatory.

Theses 32…

“Why does not the pope empty purgatory for the sake of holy love and the dire
need of the souls that are there if he redeems an infinite number of souls for the
sake of miserable money with which to build a church?”

Luther had many other questions and statements to make about the pope in

particular and Catholic dogma in general.

Within two month, Johann Tetzel responded with his own theses statements

one of which stated that,

“Christians should be taught that the Pope, by authority of his jurisdiction,

is superior to the entire Catholic Church and its councils, and that they should

humbly obey his statues.”
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The Talk of the Town

Within weeks the 95 Theses was the talk of Germany. Within months all of

Christendom was on fire. It was inevitable that the contents of the theses made their

way to Rome.

Those who were sympathetic to Luther minimized the controversy and

characterized the 95 Theses document as being nothing more than the differences

of a scholar. After all, others had criticized the church before Martin, such as the

most imminent scholar of the Renaissance, Desiderius Erasmus (c. 1466 -1536).

Like Luther, Erasmus wanted the Catholic Church to return to the Scriptures

alone as the basis for final authority.

But, unlike Luther, Erasmus wanted to reform the Catholic Church from

within. To that end he used humor and biting sarcasm reflected in some of his more

famous works, The Praise of Folly (1500) and The Eating of Fish (1526).

Those who opposed Luther characterized the famous, or infamous, document

as being subversive. Leo X and many others hoped that the wind of controversy

would soon blow over, but that was not going to happen for political considerations

soon mingled with the spiritual dimension of the debate.

Political rulers saw a golden opportunity to break the bondage of the papacy.

While sides were chosen and people plotted their next move inside the church and

out, Luther was officially forbidden to preach any more about corruption. If he did
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not keep silent, he would be banished from the church, excommunicated, and

imprisoned.

For The Sake of the Gospel

Careful to stay within the confines of Wittenburg, Luther was relatively safe.

But the temptation to leave his security for the sake of the gospel proved too strong

when Andreas Bodenstein (1480-1541), who was better known as Karlstadt, after

his birthplace, was invited to debate Dr. Johann Maier Eck (1486-1543) at the

University of Leipzig.

Karlstadt was one of the most radical of the Reformers.

In 1521 he was the first to hold a Protestant communion service which

means he preached without vestments and served both bread and wine to the laity.

The next day he announced his engagement.

That was in the future, in 1521.

In 1517, Luther did not have confidence that Karlstadt could adequately

defend the doctrines that were at stake. Perhaps Luther and Philip Melanchton

(1497-1560) should join the debate at Leipzig?

It was agreed upon, and so it was done.

During the debate Luther overshadowed Karlstadt to crystallize and

articulate many of the great propositional truths he wanted the Catholic Church to

reclaim.
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Proposition. The Church was not founded upon Peter but upon Christ.

Proposition. There was only one universal Church.

Proposition. It was not necessary for the soul to be subject to the Church of
Rome for salvation when the Church was wrong in matters of faith and
practice.

Proposition. Salvation is not corporate but personal.

Proposition. Neither council nor pope has ultimate authority over the soul.

Proposition. A simple layman armed with Scriptures is greater than the
mightiest pope without it.

Cast Out of the Kingdom

All these points and more became too much for Rome. A papal bull was

prepared. The Mad Monk had to be destroyed. He was nothing but a wild bore

running loose in Christendom. Luther's books were to be burned and he himself

was to be damned forever if he did not recant within sixty days. Anyone who sided

with Luther was also to be banned and cast out of the kingdom of God.

The Burning of the Bull

Luther's bold response to the whole situation was to burn the papal bull on

December 10, 1520. Had Rome tried to destroy the truth of the Scriptures? Then let

God destroy Rome! In the contest of the wills, Rome had the upper hand, though

Luther was not without allies.
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In particular there was Fredrick of Saxony. Fredrick felt that a man accused

of heresy should at least be given a fair trial to state his case. Luther would have his

trial at the Diet of Worms. The Germany Parliament would meet and decide what

to do with this troublesome priest.

Standing Fast before the Sovereign

In the spring of 1521, the Parliament of the German state assembled and

demanded the appearance of Luther. Obedient to the crown, Luther journeyed to

Worms believing that he had been summoned to debate his positions.

That was not to be the case. Luther was really being summoned to recant his

position at the instance of the Emperor, Charles V.

In Worms late in the afternoon, 4:00 PM, April 17th, Luther was ushered

into a large room where the nobility of the land had assembled including the king

and the royalty of Rome. His books were spread on a table. Luther was to answer

two questions in a simple and straightforward manner:

“Are these your writings?"

“Will you recant the writings and the beliefs that they contain?”

For the moment Luther was caught off guard. He had come to debate his

works not to renounce them. In desperation Luther asked for more time to consider

the request and time was given. Luther was to return the next afternoon.
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Confessing Christ before Men

At the appointed hour Luther re-appeared. He was ready to answer the

questions. Yes, the writings were his, and no he would not recant what he had

written for this reason:

“Not all of the books are of the same kind: some deal with matters of faith

which popes and priests alike have universally applauded as being worthy of a

Christian's perusal. Others do attack the papacy, and the teaching of the papist.

But what is that? Truth is truth! Therefore, Your Most Serene Majesty and Your

Lordships, since they seek a simple reply, I will give one that is without horns or

teeth, and in this fashion:

I believe in neither pope nor councils alone; for it is perfectly well

established that they have frequently erred, as well as contradicted themselves.

Unless then I shall be convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by

clear reason, I must be bound by those Scriptures, which have been brought

forward by me; yes, my conscience has been taken captive by these words of God. I

cannot revoke anything, nor do I wish to; since to go against one's conscience is

neither safe nor right: here I stand, I cannot do otherwise. God help me. Amen.”
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Peace at Last

It had been a long journey for this soul in search of salvation. But Martin

Luther had found peace with God at last through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

With Paul, Luther finally knew by personal experience that there is "now no

condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus." (Romans 5:1)

The Great Invitation

Perhaps there is a soul in search of salvation here, or you know of someone

searching. It is our earnest prayer that God the Holy Spirit will help you to see in

this very hour that “the just shall live by faith.” “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ

and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). We say this in the name of the Father, and

of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



27

Four Truths God Wants You to Know

You are a sinner.

 Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:

 Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

The wages of sin is death.

 Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

God loves sinners and Christ has died for the same.

 Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.

Call upon the name of the Lord and be saved.

 Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.

A Prayer of Confession and Faith

“Heavenly Father, I have read the sermon, A Soul in Search of Salvation. Like Martin Luther, I
too am seeking to be saved. I understand that I have sinned, and I confess I am a sinner in need of
a Savior. I confess, Heavenly Father, that with my sin I have earned the wages of death, not only
physical death, but eternal death and separation from you.

But Lord, I do want to be saved. I ask for your gift of eternal life. I confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord. I believe in Jesus as my personal Savior, and I ask you to forgive me of all my sins and
save me in this very hour.

I receive your gift by faith as I confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. Thank you for your free
gift of eternal life, Father. Enable me to live for you all the days of my life. In Jesus’ Name.
Amen.”
____________________________ ________________________
(Your Name) Your Date of Divine Salvation

Psalm 87:6

“The Lord shall count, when he writeth up the people,
that this man was born there. Selah.”
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Luke 15:10

“I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner that repenteth.”

Special Note

If you have called upon the name of the Lord, please sign this statement of faith and mail it to
me. I would like to send you some additional material to help you grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. May God bless you in your journey into grace.

Dr. Stanford E. Murrell
5357 Indigo Crossing Drive
Viera, Florida 32955

(412) 443-7851

Email: Stanfordmurrell.@yahoo.com

Cell: www.stanmurrell.org

mailto:Stanfordmurrell.@yahoo.com
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A Brief Chronology of the Life of Martin Luther

1483-1546

 1483 Born at Eisleben

 1501 Attended University of Erfurt

 1505 Caught in a thunderstorm on July 2 during which a vow is made to become a monk. The
Augustinian monastery at Erfurt is entered

 1512 Luther received his doctor of theology degree at Wittenburg at the age of 28

 1517 The 95 Theses is posted

 1519 At Leipzig debated with Dr. John Eck

 1520 Leo X issued the Exsurge Domine, a papal bull condemning Luther's Teachings

 1521 Luther appeared before the Diet of Worms after which he was excommunicated by
Rome, condemned as a heretic, "kidnapped" and hidden in Wartburg Castle

 1522 Luther emerges from hiding as "Sir George" and returns to Wittenburg to lead the
Reformation

 1524/25 The Peasant Uprising is severely condemned by Luther

 1525 Martin marries the former nun Katherine von Bora

 1526 Resisting sickness and depression Luther writes A Mighty Fortress

 1529 Marburg Colloquy with Zwingli

 1530 The Augsburg Confession is adopted as an expression of Luther faith

 1534 Publication of German Bible

 1546 Death at Eislben, February 18th
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Martin Luther
1484-1546

Overhead Presentation

 Parents
These are the parents of Martin Luther, Hans and Margaretha Luder. They
were described as "small, short, and swarthy." Martin was said to look just
like his mother. His father was not happy when his son entered into the
monastery. When Martin was ordained, Hans attended his son's first mass
which was held on May 2, 1507. Afterward, Martin asked his father if this
new career was not better than being a lawyer. His father rebuked him
saying, "Haven't you heard the commandment to honor your father and
mother?"

(next)

 In The Days of Luther
Luther lived in an era of adventure and discovery, as shown by the knights
and sailing ship in this contemporary woodcut. But the age was also violent,
as seen here. People lived in fear of demons. The Back Plague continued to
ravage Europe at this time. In Strasbourg, 16,000 people died out of 25,000.

(next)

 The Last Judgment
With death so prevalent, the world to come was a constant theme. In this
woodcut, done when Luther was 10 years old, Christ sits in judgment. Mary
and John the Baptist intercede as souls are brought into glory (on the left) or
dragged down into eternal judgment (on the right). Luther grew up terrified
of God's wrath.

(next)

 Calling for St. Anne
Luther himself faced imminent death twice in his young life. In 1505, a
friend of Luther's died suddenly. Later that summer, Luther was caught up
in a fierce lightning storm. "Help me, St. Anna! I will become a monk!" he
cried. The two events are united in one.
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(next)

 St. Anne
This statue stood in Erfurt Cathedral in Germany and Luther would have
known it. Anne, was the patron saint of the mining community. The saints
were very important during this time period. Martin himself was named after
the patron Saint Martin being born on St. Martin’s eve, November 10, 1483.
The Church of France has always considered Martin (c. 316 – 397) one of
her greatest saints, and hagiographers have recorded a great number of
miracles due to his intercession while he was living and after his death. His
teachings were very popular throughout the Middle Ages, a multitude of
churches and chapels were dedicated to him, and a great number of places
have been called by his name.

(next)

 Johann von Staupitz (1469-1524).
Luther's "most beloved father in Christ." A devout man who embraced the
doctrine of election by grace Johann was the dean of the theological faculty
at the University of Wittenberg. Luther was like a son to him. He was a
man of personal piety and deep humility. In time he would release Luther
from his vow of obedience to the order in order to save his life. Luther felt
abandoned. "I was excommunicated three times," he said later. "first by
Johann, second by the pope, and third by the emperor."

(next)

 Martin Luther the Scholar
And so it was that Luther continued to study. Luther changed to the study of
theology. While most scholars received their doctorate when they were 40 or
older, Luther received his at the age of 28 on October 18, 1512. He was a
master of Latin, Hebrew and Greek as well as German. His collected
writings fill many volumes. Said Luther, “I swear to defend the evangelical
truth with all my might.”

(next)
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 The City of Rome
Rome was a place of great spiritual history and great sin. There were many
religious sites to visit including the emerging St. Peter's basilica. Luther
visited many of the holy sites and was thrilled. But he was also horrified that
other priests mocked during mass. “Quick, quick!” repeated one of them,
“send our Lady back her Son”; making impious allusion to the
transubstantiation of the bread into the body and blood of Jesus. At another
time Luther had only just reached the Gospel, when the priest beside him had
terminated the mass. “Pass, passa!” cried the latter to him, “make haste!
Have done with it at once!”

(next)

 The Pope in Rome
To settle a religious dispute between seven monasteries and the vicar-general
of them a journey to Rome was decided upon. Setting out from Wittenberg,
he traveled south across the Alps and then descended into the plains of the
rich and voluptuous Italy. It is unlikely that Luther saw Pope Leo X (b. 11
December 1475 - 1 December 1521) while in Rome (c. 1510) but he did see
many other things which disturbed him greatly. In fact before he got to
Rome he was shocked at the wealth of the convent of the Benedictine on the
banks of the Po in Lombardy. Marble, silk, luxury in all its form—it was a
sight to see for a poor convent of Wittenberg.

(next)

 Frederick III "The Wise" (1463-1525)
A pious medieval prince who protected Luther. They may have met once.
After the Diet of Worm, Frederick had Luther "kidnapped" for his own
protection.

(next)

 George Spalatin (1484-1545)
When the political implications of Luther's teaching grew clear, he needed a
friend in high places. Spalatin was such a friend. He served as the chaplain
and secretary of Elector Frederick of Saxony. Spalatin was with Luther at
the Diet of Augsburg and Worms. He helped negotiate with Luther's
opponents and supervised the publications of many of his works.
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(next)

 The Serving of the Cup and Bread
One practical change of Reformation practice was to serve both elements to
the people. The custom had emerged to drink the wine on behalf of the
people while placing the wafer on the tongue of the recipient lest they drop
and defile the body of Christ.

(next)

 Luther Teaches His Students
The just shall live by faith. “The desire of self-justification,” said he, “is the
cause of all the distresses of the heart. But he who receives Jesus Christ as a
Saviour, enjoys peace; and not only peace, but purity of heart. All
sanctification of the heart is a fruit of faith. For faith is a divine work in us,
which changes us and gives us a new birth, emanating from God Himself. It
kills the Old Adam in us; and, by the Holy Ghost which is communicated to
us, it gives us a new heart and makes us new men.”

“It is not by empty speculations,” he again exclaimed, “but by this practical
method that we can obtain a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.”

(next)

 Leo X (1475-1521)
Pope Leo X issued a Papal Bull or pronouncement against the rebel Martin
Luther dated on the 15t of June 1520, stating: “Rise up, O Lord, defend your
cause, for there is a wild boar loose in your vineyard.” Today the Pope
might say, ”Rise up O Lord, defend your cause, for there is a wild bull lose
in the China shop.” It had only been four years since Luther published his
first attack upon the papacy. In 1516 Luther had published a tract in which
he set forth the following propositions.

 The will of man without grace is not free, but is enslaved, and that too
with its own consent.

 Jesus Christ, our strength and righteousness, He who trieth the heart and
reigns, is the only discerner and judge of our merits.
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 Since all is possible, by Christ, to the believer, it is superstitious to seek
for other help, either in man’s will or in the saints.

(next)

 Johann Tetzel (1465-1519)
The peddler of indulgences. Hear him say to the German people, “You
should know that all who confess and in penance put alms into the coffer
according to the counsel of the confessor, will obtain complete remission of
all their sins. If they visit, after confession and after the Jubilee, the Cross
and the altar every day they will receive that indulgence which would be
theirs upon visiting in St. Peter's the seven altars, where complete
indulgence is offered. Why are you then standing there? Run for the
salvation of your souls! Be as careful and concerned for the salvation of
your souls as you are for your temporal goods, which you seek both day and
night. Seek the Lord while he may be found and while he is near. Work, as
St. John says, while it it yet day, for the night comes when no man can
work.”

(next)

 The 95 Theses

The document begins with these words. “Out of love for the truth and the
desire to bring it to light, the following propositions will be discussed at
Wittenberg, under the presidency of the Reverend Father Martin Luther,
Master of Arts and of Sacred Theology, and Lecturer in Ordinary on the
same at that place. Wherefore he requests that those who are unable to be
present and debate orally with us, may do so by letter. In the Name our
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.”

(next)
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 Desiderius Erasmus (1466-1536)
A brilliant scholar of the Renaissance. He debated with Luther over the
Bondage of the Will which Luther thought was a key concept to understand.
Setting forth ninety-nine propositions against the Pelagian (followers of
Pelagius c. 354-418) rationalism of the scholastic theology Luther argued for
the following.

 It is true that man who has become a corrupt tree, can will or do nought
but evil.

 It is false that the will, left to itself, can do good as well as evil; for it is
not free, but in bondage.

 It is not in the power of man’s will to choose or reject whatever is offered
to it.

 Man cannot of his own nature will God to be God. He would prefer to be
God himself, and that God were not God.

 The excellent, infallible, and sole preparation for grace, is the eternal
election and predestination of God.

 On the side of man there is nothing that goes before grace, unless it be
impotency and even rebellion.

 From beginning to end, we are not masters of our actions, but their
slaves.

(next)

 Andreas Karlstadt (1480-1541)
Karlstadt was one of the more radical Reformers. In strident tones, Karlstadt
formulated the basic arguments against images that were to echo down
through the century in many Protestant polemics: Scripture prohibited
images, they fostered superstition, and they bound simple folk to a pointless
faith in the mediatory powers of the saints and the Holy Virgin. In the same
year, 1522, two of the most prominent Catholic theologians sprang to the
defense of tradition. Hieronymus Emser, in a treatise entitled That One
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Should Not Remove Images of Saints from the Churches, responded directly,
point by point, to Karlstadt.

Johann Eck, in On Not Removing Images of Christ and the Saints, responded
to the Protestant challenge by reviewing more broadly the history of Catholic
usage.

For Emser and Eck, images provided a useful means of instruction, they
were helpful in promoting devotion, and they were, above all, sanctified by
traditions which could be traced back to Christ and Apostolic times.

The destruction of religious images and icons led to violence and death as
the world of the Reformation was set on fire. Some scholars estimate that up
to 100,000 people perished as a result of the new ideas of the Reformation
clashed with the Old World order.

(next)

 Johann Maier Eck (b. 15 Nov 1486 - d. 10 Feb 1543)
The "monster" who fiercely debated Luther at Leipzig, 27 June – 15 July in
1519. A brilliant scholar he was a worthy opponent for Luther. The Catholic
Encyclopedia says, “Eck came off victorious, exposed Luther’s heresy, and
won over as a loyal adherent to the Catholic standard, George, Duke of
Saxony.” Some of us think that work is just a bit prejudiced. The larger view
of history indicates that Luther won the debate. Nevertheless, Eck was a
faithful defender of the Catholic faith. Between the years 1522 and 1526 he
published eight voluminous treatises against Luther and spent the rest of his
life fighting the Reformation.

(next)

 Philip Melanchthon (1497-1560)
"The teacher of Germany"

(next)

 The Burning of the Bull
In October 1520, Luther received the papal bull that gave him 60 days to
recant or be excommunicated. At the end of the time period Luther burned
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all the canon law and that, according to one scholar, was what really began
the Reformation. He was officially cast out of the kingdom.

(next)

 Charles V (1500-1558)
If Charles looks young, he was very young when he met Luther at the Diet of
Worms. He was only 19 years old. Luther began his trip to Worms on April 2,
1521. The journey to the Imperial Diet did not embody the repentance the
church had hoped for. The journey to Worms was more like a victory march;
Luther was welcomed enthusiastically in all of the towns he went through.
He preached in Erfurt, Gotha and Eisenach. He arrived in Worms on April 16
and was also cheered and welcomed by the people.

Luther's appearance at the Imperial Diet was described as objective, clever and
well thought out. He had to appear before the Emperor twice; each time he was
clearly told to take back his teachings. Luther didn't see any proof against his
theses or views which would move him to recant: Charles was present to hear
Luther say, "Unless I am convinced by Scripture and plain reason - I do not
accept the authority of the popes and councils, for they have contradicted each
other - my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not
recant anything for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe. God help
me. Amen."

(next)

 Here I Stand.
Notice the tonsure. Later Luther would let his hair grow. Among the Greeks and
Romans the shaving of the head was a custom was a badge of slavery. On this
very account, the monks adopted the shaving of the head. Towards the end of
the fifth, or beginning of the sixth, century, the custom passed over to the
secular clergy. Luther let his hair grow back.

Of more importance of course is Luther’s great courage, which is reflected in
this scene. Here is a man who stood for truth and righteousness as he had vowed
to do.
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Rise up, O men of God!
Have done with lesser things.

Give heart and mind and soul and strength
To serve the King of kings.

Rise up, O men of God!
The kingdom tarries long.

Bring in the day of brotherhood
And end the night of wrong.

Rise up, O men of God!

The church for you doth wait,
Her strength unequal to her task;

Rise up and make her great!
Lift high the cross of Christ!

Tread where His feet have trod.
As brothers of the Son of Man,

Rise up, O men of God!
~*~

William P. Merrill
1911

(next)

 The Burning of the Books
While this particular scene may never have taken place, the spirit of it must
have. In other places such as Cologne and Leipzig the writings of Luther
were burned. Luther in turn gave to the flame many writings of Rome. He
publicly justified what he had done. “Since they have burned my books, I
burn theirs. The canon law was included because it makes the pope a god on
earth. So far I have merely fooled with this business of the pope. All my
articles condemned by Anti-Christ are Christian. Seldom has the pope
overcome anyone with Scripture and with reason.”

(next)
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 Martin Luther Looks to the Future
It would not be much longer before Luther would take off the black cowl of
an Augustinian friar. The reluctance to depart with the garment reflects his
claim that all he wanted to do was to make the Church more holy. "I was..."
he said, "utterly clumsy and incapable in the conduct of such high matters. I
became embroiled in them by accident, and not because I wanted or intended
to do so." Like the early Christians, Luther and his countrymen turned the
world upside down.

(The end)
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Martin Luther:

Excerpts from his account of the confrontation at the Diet of Worms

(1521)

Background

In 1520, Pope Leo X issued a bull of excommunication against Luther. He

directed the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation to execute

it. Charles V, however, was reluctant to take this step. Only 21 years old at the

time, Charles had only at great expense and with much diplomacy managed to get

himself elected Emperor in 1519. He was reluctant to alienate the German princes,

many of whom were already suspicious enough of the consolidation of Habsburg

power.

A number of these – and most importantly, Luther's own powerful sovereign,

the Elector Frederick the Wise of Saxony -- insisted that German subjects be tried

only before a German body. Since the Imperial Diet was then in session at Worms,

Luther was summoned to appear before it for examination. Frederick insisted that

Luther be granted a safe-conduct pass guaranteeing that he would not be seized if

he were to appear. The Emperor agreed. Luther then set out from Wittenberg,

passing through city after city where he was received with acclaim and celebration.
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The papal representatives at the Diet were acting under instructions from the

Pope not to allow the occasion to degenerate into a debate, but to put the accused

firmly on the defensive. On the first day of his appearance, Luther was asked

whether he acknowledged authorship of a list of his works that had been

determined to be in error. He did. He was then asked whether he was willing to

recant the errors contained in them. Unwilling to answer so suddenly Luther asked

for 24 hours in which to deliberate his response. The request was granted.

On the following day the examination reconvened, in the presence of the

Emperor and the assembled princes and nobles of the Empire. The interrogator was

Dr. Ecken, an official in the administration of the Archbishop of Trier. Luther did

not compose his remarks for reading from a manuscript, but spoke impromptu. Nor

was any official transcript made of the transaction. Accordingly, what transpired

has had to be reconstructed.

Luther himself composed the account that follows, not long afterwards. Bear

in mind that he relates the scene in the third person, speaking in the first person

only when he quotes from memory what he said there. [Additional accounts have

been published, based on the recollection of some of the persons in attendance.]
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[Dr. Ecken:] . . .

Do you wish to defend the books which are recognized as your work? Or to

retract anything contained in them? . . .

[Luther:]

Most Serene Lord Emperor, Most Illustrious Princes, Most Gracious Lords .

. . I beseech you to grant a gracious hearing to my plea, which, I trust, will be a

plea of justice and truth; and if through my inexperience I neglect to give to any

their proper titles or in any way offend against the etiquette of the court in my

manners or behavior, be kind enough to forgive me, I beg, since I am a man who

has spent his life not in courts but in the cells of a monastery; a man who can say of

himself only this, that to this day I have thought and written in simplicity of heart,

solely with a view to the glory of God and the pure instruction of Christ's faithful

people. . . .

. . . Your Imperial Majesty and Your Lordships: I ask you to observe that my

books are not all of the same kind.

There are some in which I have dealt with piety in faith and morals with such

simplicity and so agreeably with the Gospels that my adversaries themselves are

compelled to admit them useful, harmless, and clearly worth reading by a

Christian. Even the Bull, harsh and cruel though it is, makes some of my books
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harmless, although it condemns them also, by a judgment downright monstrous. If I

should begin to recant here, what, I beseech you, would I be doing but condemning

alone among mortals, that truth which is admitted by friends and foes alike, in an

unaided struggle against universal consent?

The second kind consists in those writings leveled against the papacy and the

doctrine of the papists, as against those who by their wicked doctrines and

precedents have laid waste Christendom by doing harm to the souls and the bodies

of men. No one can either deny or conceal this, for universal experience and world-

wide grievances are witnesses to the fact that through the Pope's laws and through

man-made teachings the consciences of the faithful have been most pitifully

ensnared, troubled, and racked in torment, and also that their goods and possessions

have been devoured (especially amongst this famous German nation) by

unbelievable tyranny, and are to this day being devoured without end in shameful

fashion; and that thought they themselves by their own laws take care to provide

that the Pope's laws and doctrines which are contrary to the Gospel or the teachings

of the Fathers are to be considered as erroneous and reprobate. If then I recant

these, the only effect will be to add strength to such tyranny, to open not the

windows but the main doors to such blasphemy, which will thereupon stalk farther

and more widely than it has hitherto dared. . . .
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The third kind consists of those books which I have written against private

individuals, so-called; against those, that is, who have exerted themselves in

defense of the Roman tyranny and to the overthrow of that piety which I have

taught. I confess that I have been more harsh against them than befits my religious

vows and my profession. For I do not make myself out to be any kind of saint, nor

am I now contending about my conduct but about Christian doctrine. But it is not

in my power to recant them, because that recantation would give that tyranny and

blasphemy and occasion to lord it over those whom I defend and to rage against

God's people more violently than ever.

However, since I am a man and not God, I cannot provide my writings with

any other defense than that which my Lord Jesus Christ provided for His teaching.

When He had been interrogated concerning His teaching before Annas and had

received a buffet from a servant, He said: "If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the

evil." If the Lord Himself, who knew that He could not err, did not refuse to listen

to witness against His teaching, even from a worthless slave, how much more

ought I, scum that I am, capable of naught but error, to seek and to wait for any

who may wish to bear witness against my teaching.

And so, through the mercy of God, I ask Your Imperial Majesty, and Your

Illustrious Lordships, or anyone of any degree, to defeat them by the writings of the
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Prophets or by the Gospels; for I shall be most ready, if I be better instructed, to

recant any error, and I shall be the first in casting my writings into the fire. . . .

Thereupon the Orator of the Empire, in a tone of upbraiding, said that his

[Luther's] answer was not to the point, and that there should be no calling into

question of matters on which condemnations and decisions had before been passed

by Councils. He was being asked for a plain reply, without subtlety or sophistry, to

this question: Was he prepared to recant, or no?

Luther then replied:

Your Imperial Majesty and Your Lordships demand a simple answer. Here it

is, plain and unvarnished. Unless I am convicted [convinced] of error by the

testimony of Scripture or (since I put no trust in the unsupported authority of Pope

or councils, since it is plain that they have often erred and often contradicted

themselves) by manifest reasoning, I stand convicted [convinced] by the Scriptures

to which I have appealed, and my conscience is taken captive by God's word, I

cannot and will not recant anything, for to act against our conscience is neither safe

for us, nor open to us. On this I take my stand. I can do no other. God help me.

Amen.

The Wit and Wisdom of Martin Luther

Humility
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 God creates out of nothing. Therefore, until a man is nothing, God can make
nothing out of him.

 If you perhaps look for praise and would sulk or quit what you are doing if you
did not get it—if you are of that stripe, dear friend—then take yourself by the
ears, and if you do this in the right way, you will find a beautiful pair of big,
long, shaggy donkey ears.

 Affliction is the best book in my library.

 Do not despise the boys who go singing through the streets, begging a little
bread for the love of God: I also have done the same.

Bible

 The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it runs after me; it has hands, it
lays hold of me.

 I’d like all my books to be destroyed so that only the sacred writings in the Bible
would be diligently read.

Women

 There is nothing sweeter on earth than the heart of a woman in which piety
dwells.

Marriage and Family

 Think of all the squabble Adam and Eve must have had in the course of their
nine hundred years. Eve would say, “You ate the apple,” and Adam would
retort, “You gave it to me.”

 People who do not like children are swine, dunces, and blockheads, not worthy
to be called men and women, because they despise the blessing of God, the
Creator and Author of marriage.

Faith

 Faith is the “yes” of the heart, a conviction on which one stakes one’s life.
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 The truth is mightier than eloquence, the Spirit greater than genius, faith more
than education.

 Our faith is an astounding thing—astounding that I should believe him to be the
Son of God who is suspended on the cross, whom I have never seen, with whom
I have never become acquainted.

Human Nature

 Nothing is easier than sinning.

 Human nature is like a drunk peasant. Lift him into the saddle on one side, over
he topples on the other side.

 God uses lust to impel man to marriage, ambition to office, avarice to earning,
and fear to faith.

 Temptations, of course, cannot be avoided, but because we cannot prevent the
birds from flying over our heads, there is no need that we should let them nest in
our hair.

 A lie is like a snowball. The longer it is rolled on the ground the larger it
becomes.

Preaching

 When I preach I regard neither doctors nor magistrates, of whom I have above
forty in my congregation; I have all my eyes on the servant maids and on the
children. And if the learned men are not well pleased with what they hear, well,
the door is open.

 It is not necessary for a preacher to express all his thoughts in one sermon. A
preacher should have three principles: first, to make a good beginning, and not
spend time with many words before coming to the point; secondly, to say that
which belongs to the subject in chief, and avoid strange and foreign thoughts;
thirdly, to stop at the proper time.

Church Practices
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 A simple layman armed with Scripture is to be believed above a pope or a
cardinal without it.

 What lies there are about relics! One claims to have a feather from the wing of
the angel Gabriel, and the Bishop of Mainz has a flame from Moses’ burning
bush. And how does it happen that eighteen apostles are buried in Germany
when Christ had only twelve?

 Farewell to those who want an entirely pure and purified church. This is plainly
wanting no church at all.

Music

 The devil should not be allowed to keep all the best tunes for himself.

 I have no use for cranks who despise music, because it is a gift of God. Next
after theology, I give to music the highest place and the greatest honor.

Christian Freedom

 Sometimes we must drink more, sport, recreate ourselves, aye, and even sin a
little to spite the devil, so that we leave him no place for troubling our
consciences with trifles. We are conquered if we try too conscientiously not to
sin at all.

 If our Lord is permitted to create nice large pike and good Rhine wine,
presumably

 I may be allowed to eat and drink.

 Not only are we the freest of kings, we are also priests forever, which is far
more excellent than being kings, for as priests we are worthy to appear before
God to pray for others and to teach one another divine things.

Prayer

 Oh, if only I could pray the way this dog watches the meat! All his thoughts are
concentrated on the piece of meat. Otherwise he has no thought, wish, or hope.

 No man should be alone when he opposes Satan. The church and the ministry of
the Word were instituted for this purpose, that hands may be joined together
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and one may help another. If the prayer of one doesn’t help, the prayer of
another will.

 I have often learned much more in one prayer than I have been able to glean
from much reading and reflection.

 To pray well is the better half of study.

Himself

 Next to faith, this is the highest art: to be content in the calling in which God
has placed you. I have not learned it yet.

 Our Lord God must be a pious man to be able to love rascals. I can’t do it, and
yet I am a rascal myself.

 [Others] try to make me a fixed star, but I am an irregular planet.

 If I rest, I rust.

 Considering my ignorance, I deserve only to be hidden in some corner, without
being known to anyone under the sun.
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What the Reformation Accomplished

 The Reformation assailed the schools and rationalism, which had taken away
from that very gospel the doctrine of the sovereignty of God, of His revelation,
and of His grace.

 The Reformation attacked rationalism before it turned against cleric abuse such
as celibacy and the many superstitions including veneration of relics, purgatory,
transubstantiation and the value of indulgences.

 The Reformation gave the people the Bible in their own language.

 The Reformation gave the people worship, not in Latin, but in their own
language.

 The Reformation promoted freedom of conscience.

 The Reformation turned the thoughts of men to Christ and Him alone as the
basis of salvation and security for the soul. There was a wonderful liberation
from a work’s salvation. The great doctrine of salvation proceeding from God
and not from man was once more set forth to concerned hearts to comfort them.
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THE STORY OF MARTIN LUTHER

A SOUL IN SEARCH OF SALVATION

Dr. Stanford E. Murrell

1483-1546

Romans 1:17

“For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith:
as it is written, The just shall live by faith.”


